
Identity and Multiculturalism  

 

Classwork 13 May 

 

 

1. What does multiculturalism mean? Is multiculturalism good or bad? And why? 

2. What is the onion model? 

3. What are the dimensions in the cultural organizational abacus? Explain each of the 

dimension included in the abacus and make some examples 

4. Define absolute and conditional strangers. Can you think of examples for conditional 

strangers, absolute stranger and outsiders?  

5. Explain the condition of outsider in relation with the idea of national citizenship 

6. What is the “cosmopolitan attitude”? and the “Kant imperative”? 

7. Can you think of an example for the two different approaches of multiculturalism? 

a) Laissez-faire (market driven) 

b) Multicultural corporatism (government driven) 

c) Which one of these approaches do you think is conducted in your home country?  

8. Explain the concept of deep diversity and of transformative accomodation in relation to the 

idea of citizenship and of belonging. Which problems or resources emerge from the use of 

these two approaches? 

 

 

 

 

 



Oral presentation 

(due time 8th January 2013 by email) 

 

You will have 20 minutes to present your personal speech on one of the various topic choosing 

from all the course program. I would suggest to prepare 7-10 slides, no more, but what matters is 

the time limit. Please send me the presentation by email at least the day before of the scheduled day 

of presentation. 

 

The topic should be presented in its main dimensions and what is important is to make links 

between different papers, chapters and lessons of the course and also make some examples from 

everyday life 

 

For example: 

Multiculturalism and its challenges 

 

Definition 

Different options: models 

Multiculturalism and citizenship: the problem of belonging (hybridity, diversity) 

..... 

 

 

Have a nice Christmas time and and happy New Year. 

 

I will be away (not reading emails) from 26 December till 6 January. Please questions and doubts 

before or after.... 

 

Isabella Crespi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


