
 

 

 

PART 1: Grammar and Usage 
Grammar (A) Proxemics 

People love to compare and contrast. In most parts of the UK, you buy your bus ticket on the bus. In 
France, you buy it at a metro station. In Italy, you can buy it from a newsagent. We all find this kind of 
comparison (1)_____. Books on cross-cultural communication exploit our curiosity by focusing on 
differences between people across the world: in social behaviour, the roles they adopt in society, their 
attitudes to money, the significance of their body language, etc. 

Proxemics, the study of different standards of personal space, is one example. How close I stand to 
someone when I am speaking to them depends (2)_____ on my relationship to them, but also on my 
culture. This is important because if the person I am with (3)_____ standing as near as I do when we 
(4)_____ each other, they might feel uncomfortable. Statistics tell us that the (5)_____ distance at which 
two people stand in a social context – neighbours chatting for example – can vary between 1.2 metres 
and 3.5 metres. In Latin cultures and also in China this distance tends to be smaller, while in Nordic 
cultures people usually stand (6)_____ apart. 

The messages (7)_____sent by your posture and gestures is another case in point. For example, it is quite 
common in European countries to sit with your legs crossed. But people in Arab countries hardly ever sit 
in this way – because they (8)_____ you the bottom of their shoe, (9)_____ is a serious insult. It is said 
that in the Philippines, people often greet each other by raising their eyebrows quickly. In the USA, this is 
a sign of surprise. 

(10)_____ information fills the pages of guides for travellers and international business people. But I 
would really question the usefulness of what are presented as ‘essential’ or ‘must know’ facts. Clearly it 
is important to know (11)_____ about eating customs, tipping and the rules concerning basic greetings – 
whether you (12)_____ bow or shake someone’s hand. But beneath the surface, we are not so different. 
There are many universal signs in the emotions that we communicate.  

Understanding these universal signals and reacting appropriately is the real key to cross-cultural 
communication. If we all apply just a little sensitivity and common sense, (13)_____ that we will cause 
lasting offence (14)_____ the wrong gesture or invading a stranger’s personal space. Of course some 
cultures show their emotions more openly and others prefer to keep them more hidden. But isn’t that 
also true within cultures, (15)_____ one individual to another? 

 

 A B C D 

1 amused enjoy entertaining hilarity 
2 alone besides in addition not only 
3 is not used to is use of not use be uses 
4 are talking to can speak have been saying tell 
5 average medium range spread 
6 distant further longer most 
7 furnished posted sent taken 
8 could be showing might show must have shown will be showing 
9 there this what which 
10 A such Such Such a Such as 
11 a bit a little  any every 
12 don’t have to needn’t ought should 
13 is fortunate it is unlikely not chance there is possibility 
14 by making for doing in getting to having 
15 among by from of 



 

 

Grammar (B): Modern education 

 

There is increasing evidence that modern education techniques, where teachers facilitate instead of 
teach, praise students on the basis that all must be winners, and only encourage children to learn the 
things that are (16)_____ to their immediate interests, lead to under-performance in schools. 

One of the education trends (17)_____ in English-speaking classrooms involves the concept that all 
children have different levels of intelligence and (18)_____ unique learning styles. (For example, some 
children learn best by looking at pictures, by being physically active, by hands-on, tactile learning or by 
simply reading the printed page.) But a recent report concludes that “(19)_____ benefits for learning 
from trying to present information to learners in their preferred learning style. Instead of (20)_____ the 
time, energy and resources to customise what is being taught to the supposed individual learning styles 
of every child in the classroom, it is more effective to (21)_____ more explicit teaching strategies and to 
spend additional time monitoring and intervening where necessary.” 

(22)_____ education orthodoxy is that students (23)_____. The days when “4 out of 10” or an “E” meant 
fail are long gone. The report says that while praising students might (24)_____ affirming and positive, 
the wrong kinds of praise can be very (25)_____ to learning. Praising under-performing pupils is 
especially counterproductive because it conveys the message that teachers have low expectations, 
(26)_____ aiming high and expecting strong results. 

(27)_____ that some teaching and learning strategies are ineffective does not mean that there is only 
one correct way to teach. Teachers need various strategies. Younger children need to memorise things 
(28)_____ they can be recalled easily and automatically. But education is also about curiosity and 
innovation, so there will be other times when other strategies are more suitable – for example, when 
students explore a topic that excites them and where they (29)_____ their own research and analysis. 

Depending on what (30)_____, what has gone before and what is yet to come, and even the time of day, 
teachers must adapt their teaching to the situation and be flexible. 

 
 A B C D 

16 influence near regard relative 
17 born exercising indicators seen 
18 mine of them proper their own 
19 aren’t there it is not there are no there is some 
20 found taking to try use 
21 adopt assume grow reject 
22 All Alternative Another Anyone 
23 continual must be 

praising 
must be continually 
praised  

must be praise 
continually  

must continually 
praising 

24 appear reveal suggest try 
25 harmful inefficient nuisance unlikely 
26 contrary in addition instead of rather 
27 Known Reminding State To argue 
28 in order to so that therefore whatever 
29 carry out exercise find memorise 
30 is being taught is teaching is been taught has taught 

 
 

  



 

 

PART 2: Reading Comprehension 
Reading (A). An inspirational scientist 

 

Something the size of a postage stamp, costing just a penny apiece, could be a medical 
breakthrough that will save millions of lives. According to biotechnology scientist Hayat Sindi, 
this tiny piece of paper has the same power as an entire diagnostic laboratory. ‘My mission is to 
find simple, inexpensive ways to monitor health,’ Sindi says. She believes technology pioneered 
by a team at Harvard University will make this possible, and she co-founded the charity 
‘Diagnostics For All’ to produce and distribute the innovation. 

In the developing world, powerful drugs are used to combat diseases like HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis 
and hepatitis. But these medicines can cause liver damage. In developed countries, doctors 
monitor liver function frequently and change the medication if they detect problems. But in 
isolated, rural corners of the world, health monitoring simply doesn’t exist. The tragic result is 
that millions are dying from the same drugs intended to save them. The small piece of paper is a 
low-tech tool which detects disease by analysing bodily fluids. Positive results, which show up in 
less than a minute, are indicated by a change in colour on the paper. 

Sindi’s determination to solve daunting problems should come as no surprise. Despite coming 
from a modest background, never travelling outside Saudi Arabia or speaking a word of English, 
she moved to England to attend university. Alone, homesick, and worried that she would fail 
and dishonour her family, she learned English by watching BBC news. She studied up to 20 hours 
a day for college entrance exams. Against the odds, she became the first Saudi woman to study 
biotechnology at Cambridge University. She went on to get a PhD and become a visiting scholar 
at Harvard University. 

Sindi’s passion and accomplishments have made her a role model for young women across the 
Middle East, an inspiration to a new generation. ‘I want all women to believe in themselves and 
know they can transform society. When I lecture at schools, the first thing I ask children is to 
draw a picture of a scientist. 99.9% of them draw an old bald man with glasses. When I tell them 
I’m a scientist, they look so surprised.’ A new foundation that she has launched gives guidance 
and money to encourage young women who attend university abroad to bring their skills back 
to their homelands. 

 
  



 

 

1. Which of the following is NOT a quality of the new tool? 
A. It costs very little to produce. 
B. It is high-tech. 
C. It is more powerful than similar tools. 
D. It is very small. 
 
2. Compared to results from a diagnostic laboratory... 
A. a wider range of results can be obtained. 
B. fewer staff are needed to carry out the tests. 
C. the diagnoses are more accurate. 
D. the results can be obtained faster. 
 
3. What does they (paragraph 2) refer to? 
A. developed countries 
B. doctors 
C. medication 
D. medicines 
 
4. What do we learn about Sindi’s family in paragraph 3? 
A. Several of them have an academic background. 
B. They are not wealthy. 
C. They expected her to return to Saudi Arabia. 
D. They have a traditional view regarding women. 
 
5. Sindi studied hard in England because...  
A. her friends were also studying hard. 
B. her parents were paying a lot for her education. 
C. she wanted to win a scholarship. 
D. she was afraid of failure. 
 
6. What does against the odds (paragraph 3) mean? 
A. It was anticipated 
B. It was inconsistent 
C. It was unexpected 
D. It was unfair 
 
7. Sindi would like women to use their education to... 
A. challenge the traditional roles that some societies impose on them. 
B. help them become more emancipated. 
C. improve life in their own countries. 
D. promote equal opportunities in the science profession. 
 
8. What does guidance (paragraph 4) mean? 
A. advice 
B. comfort 
C. luck 
D. teaching 

  



 

 

Reading (B). Only Smarties have the answer: a lesson in inequality 
 

I recently taught four small groups of nine- and 10-year-old pupils about fairness. The lesson is 
based on a National Curriculum programme that explores multiple ways of thinking about 
fairness, equality and social justice.  

I started the lesson by sharing out some sweets. I chose Smarties. Some kids were given 15, 
others only one. I kept the majority for myself. Was this fair? They yelped in horror. I asked 
them to note down their feelings about their allotted quantity. Some were “upset”, “sad” and 
“angry”. Others were “pleased” and “happy”. A pious few were “disappointed” that the 
distribution was unfair despite having done well themselves. 

I asked how we might redistribute for it to be fair. They all agreed we should each get an equal 
number. Then I divided the group down the middle – one half were “children” and the other 
half “adults”. Who ought to get a greater share of the Smartie supply? Suggestions were varied, 
but most pupils agreed that the children should get more because they wanted them more. 
Adults were interested in other things, like work and computers and their child’s progress in 
school. Fairness, therefore, might actually mean equal happiness, not equal distribution. So then 
I gave the “adults” money and set the high price of one Smartie for a penny. That was an 
unpopular move: if the children had no money, how could they be expected to pay? 

We moved on to some more challenging scenarios. I made them all adults, but still only half had 
the money needed to purchase sweets. Was this fair? For the first time I was met with 
dissenting opinions. Some suggested that those with money might have worked for it, and were 
therefore more deserving. Others claimed that I had given out the money arbitrarily, and that 
we did not know whether they had worked hard, or just been handed an unfair advantage. 
Some suggested that the Smarties should still be shared out equally, irrespective of spending 
power. Or perhaps there should be a minimum that everyone receives, with the lucky few being 
able to supplement his or her supply by buying extra? 

The point of this lesson is not to provide answers, but to provoke debate. The various Smartie-
scenarios have some parallels to real-life issues, and it took little for students to make the links. 
We talked about childhood – their roles and responsibilities in society compared to that of their 
parents’. We discussed sacrificing your own happiness for the sake of group harmony and 
debated the value of work – whether it deserves reward. We talked about people’s differing 
needs and wants, and about poverty. The lesson allowed students to talk about and question 
ideas and beliefs that they probably had not previously considered. They were able to move 
from their own feelings of individual injustice to an understanding about society at large. It gave 
them a way to try constructing their own value systems and think about how that might conflict 
with what society imposes. 

Adapted from Guardian Education 
 
  



 

 

9. What happened in the first allocation of Smarties? 
A. Some children were only given one Smartie. 
B. The children were all given the same number of sweets. 
C. The teacher had fewer sweets than one of the children. 
D. There weren’t enough Smarties for everyone. 
 
10. With reference to the first experiment, which of these statements is NOT true? 
A. The children thought that the distribution was unfair. 
B. Most of the children were dissatisfied. 
C. Some of the children were content. 
D. The children expressed a range of reactions.  
 
11. What opinions did the children express in the second experiment? 
A. Adults deserve more sweets because they are bigger. 
B. Children value sweets more, so they should get more. 
C. Fairness means getting what you want, not what you need. 
D. You should get more Smarties if you have more money. 
 
12. In the third experiment, the children... 
A. decided how to redistribute the Smarties fairly. 
B. were encouraged to buy Smarties from their friends. 
C. were taught the relationship between working hard and getting paid. 
D. tried to explain why some people might deserve to get more than others. 
 
13. What does they (paragraph 4) refer to? 
A. adults 
B. some 
C. those with money 
D. others 

 
14. The lesson helped the pupils to... 
A. accept that children do not have the same rights as adults. 
B. explain why some people have more money than others. 
C. learn how to distribute wealth fairly 
D. understand that different people have different needs. 
 
15. What does reward (paragraph 5) refer to? 
A. certificate 
B. help 
C. gift 
D. payment 
  



 

 

PART 3: Writing 
Writing (A) Email 

You MUST answer this question. Write your answer in 120- 150 words in an appropriate style.  

You have been awarded an Erasmus Work Placement scholarship, which allows you to spend three months 

working in a primary school in the UK. Write an email to your future employer, Ms Eileen Burke (the head 

teacher of Craiglockhart Primary School in Edinburgh). Your email should include the following: 

• why you would like to work at Craiglockhart Primary School 

• information about the studies you have completed in Italy 

• what skills and abilities you would like to develop 

• any other relevant information  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

B. Write an answer to ONE of the questions 1-4 in this part. Write your answer in 150 -200 words in an 

appropriate style. 

1. What reforms do you think are necessary in the Italian school system, and why? 

2. Discuss the pros and cons of allowing children to have their own smartphone. 

3. How is childhood for the current generation different to previous generations? 

4. Private schools should be abolished. Discuss.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

KEYS 
 
PART 1: Grammar and Usage 
Grammar (A) Proxemics 

 

 A B C D 

1 amused enjoy entertaining hilarity 
2 alone besides in addition not only 
3 is not used to is use of not use be uses 
4 are talking to can speak have been saying tell 
5 average medium range spread 
6 distant further longer most 
7 furnished posted sent taken 
8 could be showing might show must have shown will be showing 
9 there this what which 
10 A such Such Such a Such as 
11 a bit a little  any every 
12 don’t have to needn’t ought should 
13 is fortunate it is unlikely not chance there is possibility 
14 by making for doing in getting to having 
15 among by from of 

 

Grammar (B): Modern education 

 

 A B C D 

16 influence near regard relative 
17 born exercising indicators seen 
18 mine of them proper their own 
19 aren’t there it is not there are no there is some 
20 found taking to try use 
21 adopt assume grow reject 
22 All Alternative Another Anyone 
23 continual must be 

praising 
must be continually 
praised  

must be praise 
continually  

must continually 
praising 

24 appear reveal suggest try 
25 harmful inefficient nuisance unlikely 
26 contrary in addition instead of rather 
27 Known Reminding State To argue 
28 in order to so that therefore whatever 
29 carry out exercise find memorise 
30 is being taught is teaching is been taught has taught 

 
 

  



 

 

PART 2: Reading Comprehension 
Reading (A). An inspirational scientist 

 
1. Which of the following is NOT a quality of the new tool? 
A. It costs very little to produce. 
B. It is high-tech. 
C. It is more powerful than similar tools. 
D. It is very small. 
 
2. Compared to results from a diagnostic laboratory... 
A. a wider range of results can be obtained. 
B. fewer staff are needed to carry out the tests. 
C. the diagnoses are more accurate. 
D. the results can be obtained faster. 
 
3. What does they (paragraph 2) refer to? 
A. developed countries 
B. doctors 
C. medication 
D. medicines 
 
4. What do we learn about Sindi’s family in paragraph 3? 
A. Several of them have an academic background. 
B. They are not wealthy. 
C. They expected her to return to Saudi Arabia. 
D. They have a traditional view regarding women. 
 
5. Sindi studied hard in England because...  
A. her friends were also studying hard. 
B. her parents were paying a lot for her education. 
C. she wanted to win a scholarship. 
D. she was afraid of failure. 
 
6. What does against the odds (paragraph 3) mean? 
A. It was anticipated 
B. It was inconsistent 
C. It was unexpected 
D. It was unfair 
 
7. Sindi would like women to use their education to... 
A. challenge the traditional roles that some societies impose on them. 
B. help them become more emancipated. 
C. improve life in their own countries. 
D. promote equal opportunities in the science profession. 
 
8. What does guidance (paragraph 4) mean? 
A. advice 
B. comfort 
C. luck 
D. teaching 

  



 

 

Reading (B). Only Smarties have the answer: a lesson in inequality 
 
9. What happened in the first allocation of Smarties? 
A. Some children were only given one Smartie. 
B. The children were all given the same number of sweets. 
C. The teacher had fewer sweets than one of the children. 
D. There weren’t enough Smarties for everyone. 
 
10. With reference to the first experiment, which of these statements is NOT true? 
A. The children thought that the distribution was unfair. 
B. Most of the children were dissatisfied. 
C. Some of the children were content. 
D. The children expressed a range of reactions.  
 
11. What opinions did the children express in the second experiment? 
A. Adults deserve more sweets because they are bigger. 
B. Children value sweets more, so they should get more. 
C. Fairness means getting what you want, not what you need. 
D. You should get more Smarties if you have more money. 
 
12. In the third experiment, the children... 
A. decided how to redistribute the Smarties fairly. 
B. were encouraged to buy Smarties from their friends. 
C. were taught the relationship between working hard and getting paid. 
D. tried to explain why some people might deserve to get more than others. 
 
13. What does they (paragraph 4) refer to? 
A. adults 
B. some 
C. those with money 
D. others 

 
14. The lesson helped the pupils to... 
A. accept that children do not have the same rights as adults. 
B. explain why some people have more money than others. 
C. learn how to distribute wealth fairly 
D. understand that different people have different needs. 
 
15. What does reward (paragraph 5) refer to? 
A. certificate 
B. help 
C. gift 
D. payment 


