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ABOUT THE COURSE

• 10 weeks, 20 classes/2 hours each, 4 CFU

• Tuesdays and Wednesdays 11am - 1pm*

• Level B1 of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFR)

• The first of 3 Laboratori for you to:
• reach level B2
• learn how to teach English to Young Learners and Very Young Learners

• Reference book: English File Digital pre-intermediate. Student's 
Book & Workbook. Oxford University Press.

• A2-B1, for classwork AND homework

• Slides + supplementary materials ( always check the course
webpage)

• Esercitazioni prof. Tara Rothstein: Tuesdays 1pm-3pm



ABOUT THE EXAM

• Min. 70% attendance

• Prova scritta intermedia  +  prova scritta  +  prova orale

All 4 language skills are tested:

• listening

• speaking

• reading

• writing All 4 language skills are practiced:

• classwork – interactive classes

• group work  form groups (of 4)

• presentations

• individual work

The course will cover:

• grammar

• vocabulary

• communicative
competence



DESCRIBING PEOPLE, PICTURES, SCENES

GRAMMAR: PRESENT FORMS

• present simple vs. present continuous

VOCABULARY:

• appearance / body parts

• clothes

• prepositions of place

1C



You are the museum guide: Describe the picture (pag. 9)

• How many people? Where are they?

• What are they doing? (e.g. standing/sitting)

• Is there any animals? What/How/Where?

• Objects in the room? Where are they?

David Hockney

Mr and Mrs Clark and Percy

Theme: BP 

Spotlights

Room: Hockney’s 

Double Portraits

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/hockney-mr-

and-mrs-clark-and-percy-t01269/text-summary



PRESENT CONTINUOUS

simple present TO BE + present participle (base +ing)

Affirmative: You are watching TV.

Interrogative: Are you watching TV?

Negative: You are not watching TV.

ACTIONS TAKING 

PLACE NOW

Something happening (or true) at the time of speaking

• John is in his car. He is driving to work.
• Let's go out now. lt isn't raining any more.



PRESENT CONTINUOUS

Something happening (or true) in a period around now

• (talking on the phone) I'm reading a really good book about…

• You are studying to become teachers.

• Kate wants to work in Italy, so she’s learning Italian

• You’re working very hard today. – Yes, I have a lot to do.

• Are you working on any special projects at work?

Changes happening around now

• Is your English getting better now that you’re studying harder?

• The population of the world is increasing very fast.

• At first I didn't like my job, but I'm beginning to enjoy it now.

NOW = this second, today, this month, this year, this 

century… ( longer actions in progress now)



PRESENT SIMPLE

HABITUAL / PERMANENT 

ACTIONS

To say that something happens all the time or repeatedly (and how 
often we do things), or that something is true in general:
• Nurses look after patients in hospitals
• The cafe opens at 7.30 in the morning / I get up at 8 o'clock every morning
• We usually go home at weekends / We don’t go abroad very often
• The Earth goes round the Sun / Rice doesn’t grow in cold climates
• What does this word mean?



in the morning al mattino

in the afternoon al pomeriggio

in the evening alla sera

at night di notte

every day ogni giorno / tutti i giorni

every Monday tutti i lunedì

on Mondays tutti i lunedì

at weekends

at the weekend

nel/i fine settimana

once a week una volta alla settimana

twice a month due volte al mese

three times a year tre volte all’anno

always sempre

usually di solito

often spesso

sometimes qualche volta

seldom ogni tanto

rarely raramente

hardly ever quasi mai (+ verbo nella forma affermativa)

never mai ( + verbo nella forma affermativa)

ever mai (nelle frasi interrogative)





There are verbs you don’t normally use in the present continuous: these are

usually things you cannot see somebody doing. They include:

Abstract Verbs

to be, to want, to cost, to seem, to need, to care, to contain, to consist…

to know, to realise, to suppose, to mean, to understand, to believe, to exist…

Possession Verbs: to possess, to own, to belong...

Emotion Verbs: to feel, to like, to love, to hate, to prefer, to dislike, to fear, to

envy, to mind...

Perception Verbs: to see, to hear, to smell

Examples:

He is needing help now. Not Correct vs. He needs help now. Correct

He is wanting a drink now. Not Correct vs. He wants a drink now. Correct

NB: NON-CONTINUOUS VERBS!



PRESENT CONTINUOUS + ALWAYS

The Present Continuous with words such as "always" or 

"constantly" expresses the idea that something irritating often 

happens. 

 the meaning is like Simple Present, but with a negative 

connotation. 

Examples:

She is ALWAYS coming to class late.

I’m ALWAYS losing my keys.

He is CONSTANTLY talking. I wish he would shut up.

I don't like them because they are ALWAYS complaining.

Remember to put the words "always" or "constantly" 
between "be" and "verb+ing”



Present simple or present continuous?

• In the painting, the man isn’t wearing / doesn’t wear shoes.

• In the UK women often wear / are wearing big hats at
weddings.

• In the painting a white cat sits / is sitting on the man’s
knee.

• My son usually sits / is sitting at the back of the class so 
that the teacher can’t see him.







PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE 
Exercise 5a (p9)



PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE 

ON THE RIGHT / ON THE LEFT / IN THE MIDDLE





PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE

NEXT TO / CLOSE TO / NEAR

I live next to my work.

By saying this, you mean that your 

office is to one side or the other 

of your house.

I live close to my work.

This means you live by your 

work. Maybe on one side or the 

other, maybe just a two minute 

walk around the corner.

I live near my work.

Same meaning as “close to”

sentence above, but without the

preposition “to” needed.

- - X -

- X -





Exercise 6a (p9)
DESCRIBE AND DRAW



Exercise 6a (p9)
DESCRIBE AND DRAW



LISTENING – True or False?
Exercise 4 a-b (p8)

1. Percy is the name of the cat.

2. Mr and Mrs Clark made clothes for famous people.

3. The painting shows their living room.

4. The painting is quite small.

5. Celia is pregnant in the painting.

6. Ossie is putting his feet into the carpet because he is 

cold.

7. The position of the couple in the painting is unusual.

8. The open window is a symbol of infidelity.

9. Celia and Ossie later go divorced.

10.Celia doesn’t like the painting. 

11.Ossie Clark died in 1995.



Pronunciation notes

• /Ə/  (schwa) is the most common sound in English. It is 
a short sound, and always occurs in an unstressed
syllable, e.g. doctor, address.

• Unstressed -er or -or at the end of a word are always 
pronounced /Ə/, e.g. teacher, better

• Same sound in -tion

• /3:/ is a similar sound, but it is a long sound and is 
always a stressed syllable, e.g. nurse, worker



HOMEWORK

• Writing: 

you are the museum guide 

– describe the painting

(or one of the pictures in 

the next slides)

everyone has to bring 

his/her own text in class 

using a USB memory 

stick

• Grammar bank p.127

• Workbook pp. 176-177 

(1a+b, 2a+b) 

• Exercises on course 

webpage

David Hockney

My Parents 1977

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/

hockney-my-parents-t03255



How to Describe a Picture in English – Video Lesson
https://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/describe-pictures



How to Describe a Picture in English – Video Lesson
https://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/describe-pictures



How to Describe a Picture in English – Video Lesson
https://www.oxfordonlineenglish.com/describe-pictures


