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Introduction
• 146 and 133 BCE: 

Greece and the 
islands under the 
Romans.

• 2nd-3rd cent.: Greece 
divided into 
provinces: Achaia, 
Macedonia, Epirus 
and Thracia.



• Diocletian (284-305): Western 
Balkans organized as a 
Roman diocese (< διοίκησις = 
“administration”). 

• Constantine I (306-337): 
Greece as part of the dioceses 
of Macedonia and Thrace. 

• The eastern and southern 
Aegean islands formed the 
province of Insulae in the 
Diocese of Asia.



Death of Theodosius I
West: Honorius – East: Arcadius



Greece from the 6th cent. to the 13th cent.



• Greece: most likely one of the most prosperous
and most economically active regions of the
Empire.

• The city-state (πόλις) appears to have remained
prosperous until at least the 6th cent.

• Greece was highly urbanized and contained
approximately 80 cities.

• Thessaloniki: the Empire’s second largest city,
called the “co-regent” (συμβασιλεύουσα),
second only to Constantinople (βασιλεύουσα).



The Arch of Galerius 
and the Rotunda, 4th

cent. 



Walls of Thessalonica, 
5th-7th cent.



• Greece was raided

–in the 5th cent. by the Visigoths and
Ostrogoths.

–in the 6th cent. by the Bulgars and the
Huns.

–in late 6th cent. by the Slavs, who
invaded and settled in parts of Greece.
The Empire nearly lost control of the
entire peninsula during the 580s.





Bulgars and Slavs (6th-7th cent.)



John of Ephesus, Ecclesiastical History, 3.6.25 (written in Syriac)
Invasions and settlement of the Slavs in the Greek peninsula

That same year, being the third after the death of king Justin, was famous also
for the invasion of an accursed people, called Slavonians, who overran the whole
of Greece, and the country of the Thessalonians, and all Thrace, and captured the
cities, and took numerous forts, and devastated and burnt, and reduced the
people to slavery, and made themselves masters of the whole country, and settled
in it by main force, and dwelt in it as though it had been their own without fear.
And four years have now elapsed, and still, because the king is engaged in the
war with the Persians, and has sent all his forces to the East, they live at their
ease in the land, and dwell in it, and spread themselves far and wide as far as
God permits them, and ravage and burn and take captive. And to such an extent
do they carry their ravages, that they have even ridden up to the outer wall of the
city, and driven away all the king’s herds of horses, many thousands in number,
and whatever else they could find. And even to this day, being the year 895 [i.e.,
A.D. 584], they still encamp and dwell there, and live in peace in the Roman
territories, free from anxiety and fear, and lead captive and slay and burn: and
they have grown rich in gold and silver, and herds of horses, and arms, and have
learnt to fight better than the Romans, though at first they were but rude savages,
who did not venture to show themselves outside the woods and the coverts of the
trees; and as for arms, they did not even know what they were, with the
exception of two or three javelins or darts.



• Mid-7th cent.: the 
Empire reorganized into 
“themes” (θέματα = 
provinces) by Constans
II, including the Theme 
of Thrace (# 7), the 
naval Karabisiani corps 
in southern Greece and 
the Aegean islands. The 
Karabisiani were later 
divided by Justinian II 
into the Theme of Hellas 
(# 6) and the Karabisiani
Theme (# 11).



Constantine Porphyrogenitus, De thematibus, 1.P2.
Foundation of the themes and use of the Greek 

language

Of the Wisest King Constantine Porphyrogenitus On
the Themes [Provinces], that belong to the Kingdom
of the Romans, what they were called after, and what
their names mean […]
Now that the territory of the Roman Kingdom was
curtailed and crippled both in the East and in the
West by the time of Heraclius the Libyan [610-641],
the emperors who succeeded him, because they did
not know where and how to exercise their power,
divided their command and the large military corps
into small divisions, abandoning their ancestral Latin
language and adopting Greek.



• Early 9th cent.: Nicephorus I began to
reconquer Slavic and Bulgar-held areas.

• Resettlement of Greek-speaking population
from Asia Minor to the Greek peninsula and
the Balkans.

• Expansion of the theme of Hellas to the north
to include parts of Thessaly and Macedonia,
and to the south to include the Peloponnese.

• Thessalonica, previously organized as an
archontate surrounded by the Slavs, became a
theme of its own.





• Late 9th cent.: Invasions from the Bulgarians
under Simeon I, who also pillaged Thrace in
early 10th cent.

• Simeon invaded northern Greece again in 922
and penetrated deep to the south seizing
Thebes, just north of Athens.

• Despite these raids and invasions, Greece
became more prosperous in the 10th cent.
Athens and Corinth probably grew to about
10,000 people, while Thessalonica may have
had as many as 100,000 people.





• Late 10th cent.: the greatest threat to Greece
was from Samuel of Bulgaria.

• He captured Thessaly and the city of Larissa,
and pillaged Thessalonica. He also captured
the areas around Thessalonica and the
Peloponnese before being forced to withdraw
to Bulgaria.

• Basil II recaptured these areas by 1002 and had
fully subjugated the Bulgarians in the decade
before his death (1025).





• By Basil’s death in 1025 Greece was divided into
themes including:
– Thrace
– Macedonia
– Strymon
– Thessalonica
– Dyrrachium
– Nicopolis
– Cephalonia
– Hellas
– Peloponnesus
– Crete
– the Cyclades and the Aegean Sea.



• Greece relatively peaceful and prosperous in the 11th

and 12th cent.
• Thessalonica had probably grown to about 150,000

people.
• Thebes also became a major city with perhaps 30,000

people.
• Athens and Corinth probably still had around 10,000

people.
• 1081: Greece faced a new threat from the Normans of

Sicily. Robert Guiscard took Dyrrhachium and Corcyra
(Corfu).

• 1147: During the Second Crusade (1147-49), Roger II
of Sicily captured Corcyra and pillaged Thebes and
Corinth.



The Latin Empire (1204-1261)
Frankokratia or Latinokratia

After Constantinople was conquered during the Fourth Crusade in 1204, Greece was
divided among the Crusaders.



The Latin Empire held Constantinople and Thrace, while Greece
itself was divided into:

a) The Kingdom of Thessalonica (1205-1224), encompassing
Macedonia and Thessaly, and belonging to the Italian Marquisate
of Montferrat (Boniface of Montferrat).



b) The Duchy of Athens (1205-1458), encompassing Attica,
Boeotia, and parts of southern Thessaly, and belonging to the
French Duchy of Burgundy (Otto de la Roche).

A Frankish tower, dating to the 
Burgundian period, stood on 
the Acropolis of Athens.



c) The Principality of Achaea or Morea (1205-1432), in the
Peloponnese peninsula, was founded by the French William of
Champlitte and Geoffrey I of Villehardouin.

Villehardouin’s Castle in Mystras.

Chlemoutsi, 1220-1223. Built by 
Geoffrey I of Villehardouin.



d) The Duchy of the Archipelago (1207-1579) in
the Aegean, founded by the Venetian Marco
Sanudo and encompassing most of the Cyclades.

The Venetian fortification 
on Naxos, after 1207.



• The Republic of Venice
accumulated several possessi-
ons in Greece, which formed
part of its Stato da Màr. Some
of them survived until the end
of the Republic itself in 1797:
– Crete (Candia) (1211-1669)
– Corfu (1207-1214 and 1386-

1797)
– The County of Cephalonia

and Zakynthos, etc. (1185-
1479)

– The Triarchy of Negroponte
(Euboea) (1205-1470)

– various coastal fortresses in
the Peloponnese and mainland
Greece:
• Modon and Coron (1207-

1500)
• Argos and Nafplio (1394-

1462)
• Athens (1394-1405)
• Lepanto (Nafpaktos), Patra,

Monemvasia (Malvasia), etc.

The Venetian fortress of Heraklio
(Candia)



Niketas Choniates, Historia, Man. I Comn. 5.
A reaction to the Venetian arrogance

The northernmost recesses are inhabited by the Enetoi, who, in their
own dialect, call themselves Venetikoi; nourished by the sea, they are
vagabonds like the Phoenicians and cunning of mind. Adopted by the
Romans when there had been need for naval forces, they had left their
homeland for Constantinople in swarms and by clans. From there they
dispersed throughout the Roman empire; retaining only their family
names and looked upon as natives and genuine Romans, they increased
and flocked together. They amassed great wealth and became so
arrogant and impudent that not only did they behave belligerently to the
Romans but they also ignored imperial threats and commands. Buffeted
by a series of villanies, one worse than the other, the emperor now
recalled their offensive behavior on Kerkyra and turned the scales
against them, spewing forth his anger like the tempestuous and stormy
spray blown up by a northeaster or north wind. The misdeeds of the
Venetians were deemed to be excessive, and letters were dispatched to
every Roman province ordering their arrest, together with the
confiscation of their communal properties, and designating the day this
was to take place.



e) Various Genoese domains
in the northeastern Aegean:
– the islands of Lesbos

Lemnos, Thasos and
Samothrace (the Gattilusi
family)

– the Lordship of Chios (the
Zaccaria family)

f) Rhodes became the
headquarters of the military
monastic order of the Knights
of Saint John of Malta in
1310. The Knights retained
control of the island (and
neighbouring islands of the
Dodecanese) until 1522.

The Gattilusi Castle on Lesbos.

Palace of the Grand Master, Rhodes.



g) Three Byzantine Greek successor states:
– the Despotate of Epirus

– the Empire of Nicaea

– the Empire of Trebizond.



• Michael VIII Palaeologus restored the Empire
in 1261, having also regained the Kingdom of
Thessalonica.

• By his death in 1282, Michael had taken back
the Aegean islands, Thessaly, Epirus, and most
of Achaea, including the Crusader fortress of
Mystras, which became the seat of a Byzantine
despotate.

• However, Athens and the northern
Peloponnese remained in Crusader hands.



The aftermath
• By 1328, the Empire controlled most of

Greece, especially the metropolis of
Thessalonica, but very little else.

• The Peloponnese was now almost the centre of
the Empire. Mystras rivaled Constantinople in
importance. It was a stronghold of Greek
Orthodoxy and opposed attempts by the
emperors to unite with the Roman Catholic
Church, even though this would have allowed
the empire to gain help from the West against
the Ottomans.



• The Ottomans had begun their conquest of the
Balkans and Greece in the late 14th century and
early 15th century.

• Emperor Constantine XI Palaeologus was
defeated and killed in 1453 when the Ottomans
finally captured Constantinople.

• After the fall of Constantinople, the Ottomans
also captured Athens and the Aegean islands
by 1458. The Venetians still controlled Crete
and some ports, but otherwise the Ottomans
controlled many regions of Greece.



Forming a National Identity
• Initially, the Eastern Roman Empire had a multi-ethnic

character.
• Its inhabitants self-identified as Romans: Ῥωμαῖοι >

Ρωμιοὶ and Ρωμανοὶ (= “citizens of the Roman Empire”).
• Rûm (= “Roman”) and Rum millet (= “Roman nation”): in

Turkish for the Greek-speaking Orthodox populations
until today (cf. Rum Ortodoks Patrikhanesi, = “Roman
Orthodox Patriarchate”).

• Following the loss of the non-Greek speaking provinces
(7th cent. – Muslim conquests), the Empire came to be
dominated by Greek population in modern Cyprus,
Greece, Turkey, and Sicily, and portions of the southern
Balkans.

• The term Γραικοὶ (Graeci = “Greeks”): in less common
use.



• Over time, the relationships between East and
West deteriorated.

• Relations were further damaged by a schism
(1054) between the Catholic West and Orthodox
East.

• The increasing Venetian and Genoese power in
the Mediterranean led to disassociation from the
the Empire’s Latin past and association with
Hellenism.

• After the fall of Constantinople to the Crusaders
in 1204, the ancient name Ἕλλην (= “Greek”),
initially synonymous to “pagan”, was revived as
an ethnonym, a term of self-identification.



• The defining features of the Medieval Greek
civilization were:
– Greek language, culture and literature
– Roman law, administration and tradition
– Christian faith.

• They were, and perceived themselves as, heirs to
the culture of ancient Greece, the political heirs of
imperial Rome, and followers of the Christ.

• They nurtured a high self-esteem based on their
perceived cultural superiority towards foreigners,
whom they viewed with contempt. There was
always an element of indifference or neglect of
everything non-Greek, which was therefore
“barbarian”.



Society



Basil the Macedonian, Epanagoge Legis, 2.1-4
The imperial authority

On the Emperor. Ch. 1.
The Emperor is the legal authority and common good of
all citizens. He does not punish from dislike neither
benefit from personal bias, but, like an agonothetes, he
bestows awards. The emperor, with his virtue, seeks to
preserve and safeguard the goods, to recover the lost
with his vigilant action, and to conquer those lost by
zeal, care and righteous victories. The emperor observes
and demands that what is written in the Holy Scriptures,
what the seven Holy Ecumenical Councils dogmatized,
and what Roman laws in force apply.



• Urban (πόλις = “city”) and rural settlements:
κώμη or χωρίον (“village”), ἀγρίδιον (“hamlet”),
and προάστειον (“estate”).

• Many and various taxes, e.g., the καπνικόν or
hearth tax (for each household), the συνωνή or
land tax, the ἐννόμιον or pasture tax, etc.

• Women were disadvantaged in some aspects of
their legal status, and limited in their freedom of
movement. Their life could be divided into three
phases: girlhood, motherhood, and widowhood.



Theodore Prodromos or Ptochoprodromos, Poem. 1.90-101
On women’s position

As for me, I do your housework, direct
your servants, and take care of your children
better than would the best of nurses. I watch
over your business, I run around, get tired,
beat myself up, wearing a linen and cotton
dress made by my own hands. I am both your house
manager and your servant. I spin and weave
the wool, spin and work the linen, make shirts
and pants, and stitch together cotton. I serve
the church as deacon and sexton, head
of the chorus and notary, while like a chick,
you stay with open mouth for pecking and
pass your days waiting for when I will be able
to serve you well.



• Soldiers were a normal part of everyday life.

• They were at first conscripted amongst the rural
peasants and trained on an annual basis.

• Professional recruiting replaced conscription, and
the increasing use of mercenaries in the army was
ruinous for the treasury.

• From the 10th cent. onwards, there were laws
connecting land ownership and military service.

• The Akritai (ἀκρίται): army units (9th–11th cent.)
guarding the Empire’s eastern borders. Their
exploits inspired the “national epic” of Digenes
Akritas and the cycle of the Acritic songs.



• The clergy held a special place, not only
having more freedom than their Western
counterparts, but also maintaining a patriarch
in Constantinople.

• The ecclesiastical provinces were called
eparchies and were headed by archbishops or
metropolitans.

• Between the 6th and 11th cent., the Church of
Constantinople became the richest and most
influential centre of Christendom. As an
institution, it exercised enormous influence
both inside and outside the imperial frontiers.



Religion
• At the time of Constantine I, barely 10% of the

Roman Empire’s population were Christians, with
most of them being urban population and
generally found in the eastern part of the Roman
Empire.

• This would rise to 50% by the end of the 4th cent.
and 90% by the end of the 5th cent.

• Christianity led to the development of a few
phenomena characteristic of Byzantium:
– a connection between Church and State
– a Christian philosophy
– the dichotomy between the Christian ideals of the

Bible and classical Greek paideia.



Education
• Tripartite system of education that was maintained up

until the fall of Constantinople.
• Primary education: pupils ranged from six to ten years;

in towns and occasionally in the countryside. Teaching
mainly from simple fairy tale books (e.g., Aesop’s
Fables).

• Secondary education: pupils ranged from ten to sixteen;
in the larger cities.

• Higher education: exclusively in Constantinople.
• The grammarian and rhetorician, responsible for

secondary and higher education respectively, used
classical Greek texts like Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey and
much of their time was taken with detailed word-for-
word explication. Books were rare and very expensive
and likely only possessed by teachers who dictated
passages to students.


