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1. Introduction

Post-colonial  70's  West  Africa  had  been  going  through  lots  of
dramatic cases through independence. With the new self-governing
powers, also came great responsibilities for development and finding a
place  in  the  global  relations.  Although  the  ECOWAS  region  was
founded on 18 May 1975, its roots go back to the early 1960’s. The ex-
president of Liberia, William Tubman, took the first step towards a West
African  community.1 Finally,  the  Treaty  establishing  ECOWAS  was
signed  in  Lagos  on  28  May  1975.  Article  27  states  the  long-term
objective  of  establishing  a  Community  citizenship,  which  should  be
granted  automatically  to  all  Member  States’  nationals.  The
Supplementary Protocol  was adopted seven years  later  and set out
the definition of a Community Citizen. On July 24 1993 the ECOWAS
Treaty  was  revised and its  aims  were:  to  promote cooperation and
integration between Member States,  to  establish economic union in
West Africa, to maintain economic stability, to foster relations among
Member  States  and  contribute  to  the  development  of  the  African
continent.2 Article 3 of the Treaty says  the Community considers the
“removal between Member States, of obstacles to the free movement
of persons, goods, services and capital, and to the right of residence
and establishment” one of its major goals. 3

ECOWAS was founded to achieve collective self-sufficiency for the
member states by means of economic and monetary union creating a
single large trading bloc. It was designated one of the five regional
pillars  of  the  African  Economic  Community  (AEC).  It  is  a  regional
economic community with a surface area of 3.8 million square miles,
which encompasses 17% of the African continent. The fifteen Member
States of ECOWAS are: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Cote d’Ivoire,

1 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) “History” 
<http://www.ecowas.int/about-ecowas/history> , accessed on 01.05.16
2 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) “Revised Treaty”
<http://www.ecowas.int/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Revised-treaty.pdf>, accessed on 
01.05.16
3 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) “Revised Treaty”
<http://www.ecowas.int/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Revised-treaty.pdf>, accessed on 
01.05.16 
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Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal,  Sierra  Leone,  and  Togo  (Mauritania  withdrew  from  the
organization  in  2002).  ECOWAS  has  340  million  people.  Official
languages of ECOWAS are: French, English and Portuguese. Until 2006,
the  ECOWAS  Commission  was  named  ECOWAS  Secretariat.  The
differences between these two institutions are the change of  name
and an increase in the number of officers at the management level.
The Institutions of  the Community are the ECOWAS Commission,  the
Community  Parliament,  the  Community  Court  of  Justice  and  the
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development.
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2. ECOWAS strategic Framework on migration

2.1 ECOWAS principles

ECOWAS main principles include six  different points,  such as free
movement  of  persons  within  its  zone,  legal  migration towards  other
regions, combating human trafficking, harmonizing policies, protection
of  rights  of  migrants  and  acknowledging  the  gender  dimension  in
migration. We will provide you more specific information below.

1) Free movement of persons within the ECOWAS zone
This  part  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  main  priorities  of  the

integration  policy  of  ECOWAS  Member  States.  The  most  important
component of regional integration is mobility within the ECOWAS zone.
This  also  helps  to  involve  the  West  African’s  economy  into  the
globalization  process.  Moreover,  there  is  a  well-defined  relationship
between  the  free  movement  and  migratory  pressure.  The  free
movement  has  contributed  to  the  declination  in  the  migratory
pressures beyond ECOWAS borders.4

2) Legal migration towards other regions
Legal  migration  towards  other  regions  in  the  world  helps  in

developing Member States’. During the Rabat and Tripoli Conferences
Member  Stated  reaffirmed  the  principle,  according  to  which
“international migration impacts positively on both the host and home
country when they are well-manage”.5 They state that migration is an
integral  part  of  development  processes  in  any region of  the  world.
ECOWAS Member States believe that migrants should have access to
labor markets based on opportunities available in countries they are
going to move.

3) Combating human trafficking
Human  trafficking  prevention  must  be  a  vital  part  of  ECOWAS

actions. Member States approved their possibility to combat all entities
that promote the exploitation of irregular migrants, especially women
and children. Thus, in order to combat the human trafficking, the UN
Convention  on  the  Protection  of  Migrant  Worker’s  Rights  and  their
Family member’s rights must be signed. The Member States calling all
the EU countries to do the same.

4) Harmonizing policies

4 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)” Fundamental principles” < 
http://www.ecowas.int/about-ecowas/fundamental-principles >, accessed on 25.04.16
5 The Africa-EU Partnership “Migration and mobility” <http://africa-eu-
partnership.org/en/areas-cooperation/migration-mobility-and-employment/migration-and-
mobility >, accessed on 25.04.16
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ECOWAS Member States reaffirms that this policy must be ensures
at different levels:
-           According  to  the  Article  84  of  the  Revised  ECOWAS  Treaty,
bilateral  agreements  between  ECOWAS  Member  States  and  third
countries must be harmonized and include agreements involving free
movement.
-           Harmonize  economic,  trade  and  development  policies  with
migration policies.
-           Harmonize national migration management policies with sector
development policies.6

5) Protection of the rights of migrants, asylum seekers and refugees
Member States implemented the Protocol on the Free Movement

of Person within the ECOWAS zone and the International Convention
on the Rights of Migrants and their Families.

Member  States  will  adopt  regional  integration  mechanisms
considering the fact of increasing refugees’ movements in West Africa
and considering all the difficulties in managing and regularizing it.

6) Recognizing the gender dimension of migration
ECOWAS Member States recognize the increasing role of women

migrant  within  and  beyond  ECOWAS  border  by  providing  gender
disaggregated  data  on  the  profiles  of  migrants  and  ensuring  the
inclusion of gender dimensions in migration policies.

2.2 ECOWAS Member States and migration policies

Even  in  2014,  most  of  the  ECOWAS countries  did  not  have  any
national  migration  policy  yet.  With  the  exceptions  of  Burkina  Faso,
Liberia, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria and Niger. All of these countries were in
the  process  of  creating  a  national  migration  policy.  In  the  other
countries migration policies are still  based on documents that hardly
deals with migration, this results in many migration aspects and causes
different  issues,  such  as  emigration  issues  in  Côte  d’Ivoire  and high
human trafficking risk in Togo. However, almost all  ECOWAS Member
States (except Senegal, Guinea-Bissau and Sierra Leone) are planning
to develop a national migration policy.7 According to the data, given
on the ECOWAS official website, many countries include migration in
key  development  documents,  which  helps  us  to  conclude  that
migration  is  considered  to  be  an  important  development  issue.

6 Emmanuel K. Bensah Jr., “Communicating the ECOWAS Message (4): A New Roadmap for 
the Ouedraogo Commission”, 
<http://www.modernghana.com/news/477274/1/communicating-the-ecowas-message-4-a-
new-roadmap-f.html>,  accessed on 02.05.16
7Adepoju,  A.,  A.  Boulton  and  M.  Levin,  “Promoting  Integration  through  Mobility:  Free
Movement under ECOWAS” in New Issues in Refugee Research, 150 (2007): pp.12
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According  to  the  orientations  of  the  Tripoli  Declaration,  ECOWAS
Member  States  provide  a  direct  link  between  migration  and
development.   However,  the  attitude  to  immigration  provisions
differentiates  among ECOWAS countries.  In some countries,  such as
Benin,  Guinea,  Togo,  the applicant  in  order  to  receive a residence
permit  must  provide  only  an  extract  from  police  register,  medical
certificate  and  pay  fees.  In  other  countries,  such  as  Liberia  and
Senegal,  the  process  of  applying  for  a  residence  permit  is  more
complicated, because an official  application must be made before
entering the state.8 All the procedures and requirements for obtaining a
residence or stay permit are defined, but in a number of cases the right
to  a  family  reunification  is  not  mentioned.  Moreover,  some
discriminatory regulations also  has  been identified.  For  example,  the
access to citizenship in Liberia is available only for “Negro or of Negro
descent”. Or Liberian legislation prohibits immigration to persons who
are “feeble-minded”, “insane” etc.

2.3 Free movement promoting within the ECOWAS zone

The migration challenge for West African countries has two faces:
one is the flows from the region to other parts of the world, which also
involves irregular migration to Europe; the other one is the “south-south
migration”, which is actually seven times greater than the first one.9

This  intra-regional  migration  is  recognized to  be  key  to  the  region’s
economic growth and stability, but still needs to be controlled.

ECOWAS has discussed the need for the rapid development of a
national  biometric  identity  card,  with  the support  of  FMM. This  card
should be used as travel document, in place of the travel certificate in
ECOWAS Member States.

On the other  side,  the first  kind of  migration is  a  more dramatic
issue:  in  2015  a  million  migrants,  many  of  them  from  West  Africa,
crossed the Mediterranean and some 3,700 died.10 In order to protect
migrants from combat human trafficking and better manage external
ECOWAS borders, the ECOWAS Free Movement Directorate is planning
to establish a Task Force on irregular migration.

In this  high mobility context,  migration governance is among the

8Jaye, Thomas, "The security culture of the ECOWAS: origins, development and the challenge
of child trafficking" in Journal of Contemporary African Studies, 26, 2 (2008): pp. 151-168.
9 International organization for migration “IOM Supports ECOWAS Meeting on National 
Biometric ID Cards, Task Force on Irregular Migration” (2016)
<https://www.iom.int/news/iom-supports-ecowas-meeting-national-biometric-id-cards-task-
force-irregular-migration-0>, accessed on 25.04.16
10 International organization for migration “IOM Supports ECOWAS Meeting on National 
Biometric ID Cards, Task Force on Irregular Migration” (2016) <https://www.iom.int/news/iom-
supports-ecowas-meeting-national-biometric-id-cards-task-force-irregular-migration-0>, 
accessed on 25.04.16
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main  features  of  the  political  agendas  of  most  West  African
governments.  Partnerships,  meetings  and  consultations  aim  at  the
development  of  a  common understanding of  this  challenge,  which
can only  be  solved with  shared solutions.  Since  migrations  must  be
conceived  as  a  shared  responsibility,  any  intervention  requires  the
coordination  between  origin,  transit,  and  destination  countries,  at
regional and global levels.11 

2.4 Legal framework for migration policies

ECOWAS has grown up a proper legal framework to regulate the
growing phenomenon of migrants and refugees. The Organization has
also enacted a strategic thinking process to define a common regional
approach on migration, based on legal instruments,  such as treaties
and conventions and regular meetings.

The  founding  Treaty  of  ECOWAS12 explicitly  recognizes  the
community citizen some rights, notably the right to enter, reside and
establish business. Article 3 (par. 2, d) elongates, among the general
principles  of  ECOWAS,  «the  removal,  between  Member  States,  of
obstacles  to  the  free  movement  of  persons,  goods,  service  and
capital,  and to the right  of  residence and establishment».  Article 59
goes further, stating that 

“Citizens of the community shall have the right of entry, residence
and  establishment  and  Member  States  undertake  to  recognise
these rights of Community citizens in their territories in accordance
with the provisions of the Protocols relating thereto.”

Around  these  economic  freedoms,  ECOWAS  adopted  an
elaborate  “collective  legislation”,  which  has  binding  effect  on  the
member  states.  The  Treaty  provisions  in  these  areas  have  been
strengthened by protocols drafted in similar rights terms.13

Also,  in 1990 the ‘Decision C/DEC.3/12/92 on the Introduction of a
Harmonized  Immigration  and  Emigration  Form  in  ECOWAS  Member
States’ was adopted, which sets the requirement for ECOWAS Member
States to establish a harmonized immigration and emigration form.

11 International organization for migration “West African States Discuss West African Irregular 
Migration Challenges” (2015), <https://www.iom.int/news/west-african-states-discuss-west-
african-irregular-migration-challenges>,accessed on 24.04.16
12 Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) “Revised Treaty”
<http://www.ecowas.int/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Revised-treaty.pdf>, accessed on 
28.05.16
13 Solomon T. Edobraj, “A critical analysis of the human rights mandate of the ECOWAS 
Community Court of Justice”, The Danish Institute for human Rights, 1 (2008), <https://docs.escr-
net.org/usr_doc/S_Ebobrah.pdf>, accessed on 29.04.16
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In  1979,  ECOWAS  Member  States  signed  the  Protocol  on  the  Free
Movement of Persons to fix some general principles on movement of
persons, residence and establishment in Member States. This protocol
stipulates  the  right  to  enter,  reside  and  establish in  the  territory  of
Member States for Community citizens. It provides general regulation
also on the implementation of this right, concerning the movements of
people and procedures of entering/expelling migrants in/to a Member
State. The process shall be completed through three phases, the last of
which still  needs  to  be implemented.  Expulsions  and repatriations  in
ECOWAS  are  carried  out  according  to  international  human  rights
standards, ensured through various parameters set in the protocol. 

These  rights  are  also  guaranteed  through  other  international
treaties signed by Member States. The most relevant is the International
Convention  on  the  Rights  of  Migrants  and  their  Families.  This
convention, adopted by the General Assembly of the UN in 1990 do
not apply to refugees and stateless persons, but ensures human, social
and economic protection to those migrating from their  countries.  To
guarantee  the  application  of  the  Convention,  UN  established  a
Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.

2.5 Some migration related institutions 

The Free Movement and Migration
In 2015 the European Union and the ECOWAS Commission founded

the  FMM  West  Africa.  It  is  implemented  jointly  by  the  International
Organization for Migration, the International Centre for Migration Policy
Development and the International Labour Organization.14 The project,
given the growing need of certain and technical tools to discuss the
migration issue, supports the development of standardized procedures
to collect and process migration-relevant data.
This  migration  data  and  trends  also  serve  to  develop  a  “regional
migration profile”15, an overview of the mobility condition of the West
African countries. 
By the collection, compilation, analysis and use of national  data on
migration,

14Marco Bordignon “The FMM West Africa Project supports the implementation of the Valletta 
Action Plan in West Africa”, International Centre for Migration Policy Development (2015), 
<http://www.icmpd.org/news-centre/press-releases/the-fmm-west-africa-project-supports-the-
implementation-of-the-valletta-action-plan-in-west-africa/>, accessed on 01.05.16

15International Labor Organization “ECOWAS regional workshop on migration data 
management”, <http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---
africa/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_459581.pdf>, accessed on 02.05.16
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ECOWAS will develop a collective migration policies and strategies.

Rabat process
The Euro-African Dialogue on Migration and Development (Rabat

Process) was first  launched in 2006. It brings together European and
African countries from North, West and Central Africa, as well as the
European  Commission  (EC)  and  the  Economic  Community  of  West
African States (ECOWAS),  which come together to  discuss  questions
arising from migration issues. The Rabat Process provides a framework
for consultation and coordination among its members, which aims at
fostering opportunities for exchange and the development of common
views on migration. This discussion also takes into account the possible
legal  solution,  the  protection  of  migrant’s  rights,  asylum  and
international protection and a shared information policy.16

2.6 Conciliation problems

All the Member States agreed that there are still many issues in the
operationalization of the protocol. For instance, absence of adequate
mechanisms to control infiltration of criminals, lack of harmonization of
national laws and policies connected with migration, bad infrastructure
to  facilitate  realization  borderless  West  Africa.  Another  key  issue  is
inadequate  mechanisms  in  controlling  illegal  immigration:  many
people do not have any valid travelling document or even valid birth
certificate. This situation is widely exploited by people connected with
illegal  activities,  such  as  fraud,  human  trafficking  and  money
laundering.  All  these  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  another
controlling organ within countries. For example, Ghana has established
a Border Patrol Unit to control its borders.

ECOWAS  Member  States  also  failed  to  ensure  harmonization  of
national  laws  pertaining  to  migration  before  the  protocol  became
effective. They did not give much consideration to the fact that all the
Member  States  have  different  in  social,  political  and  economic
background.
Another issue is lack of effective promoting of this movement. At the
time  when  protocol  came  into  force,  many  road  networks  were
restricted  to  national  borders  and  little  efforts  were  put  on  their
expanding  beyond  national  borders.  Adequate  preparations  could
have a great influence on human traffic. We also need to consider the
fact  that  the  Member  States  are  at  different  levels  of  economic

16International Organization for Migration “Euro-African Dialogue on Migration and 
Development (Rabat process)”,  
<https://www.iom.int/euro-african-dialogue-migration-and-development-rabat-process>, 
accessed on 02.05.16
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development and the free movement of people can put even more
stress on weak countries.

Still,  Europe and Africa remain divided on the repatriation of the
“economic migrants”, which, unlike refugees, don’t need international
protection. Brussels aims at signing agreements of readmission with the
African countries, giving in exchange financial help to face directly the
roots  of  the migratory  fluxes.  African countries  ask  for  repatriates  to
happen on a voluntary basis, fostering the creation of legal fast tracks
for  migration.  These  operations  shall  be  contemporary  to  some
measure in the origin countries, to ease reintegration of migrants in their
mother  region,  mostly  through  development  policies  aiming  at
fostering the agricultural sector and the creation of new jobs. Not just
immediate solutions, thus, but actual long-term development project.
According  to  the  ultimate  data  from  IMO  (International  Migration
Organization), about 800 000 migrants came via sea by this year, four
times the incoming data scored during the whole 2014. Migrants who
lost their lives during the crossing are 3455. 17

17Luca  Troiano  “Migranti:  La  Valletta,  vertice  UE-Africa  teso  e  affollato”,  L’indro  (2015),
<http://www.lindro.it/migranti-la-valletta-vertice-ue-africa-teso-
affollato/4/#sthash.NktuoIv5.dpuf>, accessed on 02.05.16
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3.  Main Reasons for Migration, country profiles

and Action plans

3.1 Migration in ECOWAS as a result of Labor

The ECOWAS is a sub-region of a sizeable migration. Historically, this
area was considered as an economic unit for the free flow of persons,
goods  and services,  and,  to  this  day,  movements  within  the  space
continue to be a central feature of life of the people. This movement
takes place in diverse political, economic and ecological settings but
remains to a large extent intra-regional. Migrants from and within the
sub-region include temporary cross-border workers, illegitimate workers,
professionals  and refugees.  Some of  the countries  in  the region are
prone to drought, have weak economies and lack any usable natural
resources hence migrate to other areas in search for work. Migrants are
usually  illiterates  with  low status  jobs  and enter  into  sectors  such as
agriculture, mining and services. Economic instability had plagued the
region and forced many out. The state has also not been forth coming
with  employment  opportunities  leading  to  continues  circulation  of
people across the region.

3.2 Migration as a result of general political instability

The civil  wars and humanitarian crises that have occurred during
the  past  several  years  have  generated  thousands  of  refugees  and
internally  displaced  people.  According  to  the  Office  of  the  United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), in 2013, Mali was the
main source country of refugees and internally displaced persons in the
region.  In  2010,  Guinea-Bissau  was  the  country  with  the  highest
proportion of refugees in its immigrant population, followed by Sierra
Leone  and  Liberia  (40.7%,  16.9%,  and  13.8%,  respectively).  Political
tensions in Togo and Côte d’Ivoire, as well as conflicts in Nigeria and
Ghana  have  caused  displacements.  Moreover,  high  levels  of
corruption  can  be  considered  as  a  source  of  political  instability.  It
makes the states vulnerable to violent political changes which we have
seen in  many countries.  According to  the United  Nations  Office for
West Africa(UNOWA), West African states had experienced forty-four
(44)  successful  coup  d’états,  forty-three  (43)  bloody  failed  coup
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attempts and seven (7) terrible civil wars by the end of 2004.18Various
international  corruption  indices  such  as  the  Transparency
International’s  (TI)  annual  Corruptions  Perceptions  Index (CPI)  reveal
high  levels  of  corruption  in  West  Africa.  Most  of  the  West  African
counties occupy the bottom ranks of this indices. 

3.3 A Profile on some of the countries in the region that

experienced conflict

La cote D’lvoire: The conflict in the country
Before its  political  crisis  in  2002,  the country  was  among the top

twelve destinations for international migrants in the world. It has a long
history  as  a  country  of  immigration.  Although it  has  lost  some of  its
appeal over time, it remains an important country of destination, and
one of the main countries of  residence for ECOWAS Member States
nationals. The country experienced some economic crisis in the 1990s
due to  the fall  in  the price of  cocoa,  it  consequently  became less
attractive for  workers  within the region.  An armed rebellion split  the
country into two in 2002.19 The political unrest the country experienced
also saw many fleeing the country to neighboring ECOWAS countries.
Poor conditions prevail  as a result  of  uneven wealth distribution. The
conflict  finally  seized in  2004 but  the country  remained tensed and
divided.

Guinea
The period of socialism in the country and a two-year rule by junta

have taken a toll on the people of Guinea. The 2010 election ushered
in civilian rule but led to violent ethnic clashes. In addition, hundreds of
thousands  of  refugees  from  Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone  have  strained
Guinea's  struggling economy. The instability  has generated suspicion
and ethnic tension as well as mutual accusations between neighbors
of  attempts  at  destabilization  and  border  attacks.  During  the  past
decade, most refugees have returned to their country of nationality.20

Liberia
Liberia has the unique historical feature of having been founded by

Liberian slaves from the U.S. in the 19th century. Similar to other West
African countries, it has also experienced wide intra-regional migration

18Samuel Atuobi “Policy Brief: Corruption and State Instability in West Africa”, Africa Portal 
(2007), <https://www.africaportal.org/dspace/articles/policy-brief-corruption-and-state-
instability-west-africa>, accessed on 03.05.16
19 The UN Refugee Agency “2015 UNHCR subregional operations profile-West Africa” (2015), 
<http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e45a9c6.html>, accessed on 03.05.16
20 The UN Refugee Agency “2015 UNHCR subregional operations profile-West Africa” (2015), 
<http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e45a9c6.html>, accessed on 03.05.16
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over  the  years.  Since  the  1990s,  migration  in  Liberia  has  been
characterized by several  waves  of  refugee flows,  mainly from Sierra
Leone and Côte d’Ivoire.  During  the Sierra  Leonean internal  armed
conflict, which lasted from 1991 to 2002, an estimated 120,000 nationals
found refuge in Liberia. Since 2002, most Sierra Leonean refugees have
returned to their country of nationality. The decade of political unrest in
Côte d’Ivoire, which began with the coup d’état in 1999, has also led
to refugee movements. In 2013, an estimated 55,000 Ivorian refugees
were  residing  in  Liberia,  which  corresponds  to  71%  of  the  Ivorian
refugee  population  in  the  region.21 Immigration  in  Liberia  can  be
expected to  increase in  the  coming  years,  given  the  restoration  of
political  stability  in  the  country  and  the  gradual  recovery  of  the
national economy.

Sierra Leone
The country's modern history has been overshadowed by a brutal

civil war that ended in 2002 with the help of Britain, and a large United
Nations  peacekeeping  mission.  Substantial  economic  growth  have
been seen in the country in recent years, although the ruins left by the
civil war continue to be felt. The country is also rich in diamonds and
other  minerals.  The trade in "blood diamonds"  perpetuated the civil
war.  The  government  attempted  to  crack  down  on  cross-border
diamond trafficking as a means of  persuading foreign investors  that
blood diamonds are a thing of the past (United Nations office on drugs
and crime).22

3.4 Action plans

Plan of Action against Human Trafficking
Human trafficking  has  become a  major  issue  in  the  region.  The

meeting  of  the  heads  of  states  in  December  2001  led  to  the
declaration of the ECOWAS plan against human trafficking especially
against women and children (2002-2003).

Legal framework and Policy development
States shall fully implement d fully implement ECOWAS Convention

A/P1/7/92  on  Mutual  Assistance  in  Criminal  Matters  and  ECOWAS
Convention A/P1/8/94 on Extradition.23

21The UN Refugee Agency “2015 UNHCR subregional operations profile-West Africa” (2015), 
<http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49e45a9c6.html>, accessed on 03.05.16
22United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime “Assistance for the implementation of the 
ECOWAS plan of action against trafficking in persons”, United Nations New York (2006), 
<https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/ecowas_training_manual_2006.pdf>, 
accessed on 03.05.16
23 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime “Assistance for the implementation of the 
ECOWAS plan of action against trafficking in persons”, United Nations New York (2006), 
<https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/ecowas_training_manual_2006.pdf>, 
accessed on 03.05.16
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States  shall  take  measures  that  permit  the  denial  of  entry  into  the
country  and/or  the  revocation  of  visas  of  persons  wanted  for  the
commission of crimes related to the trafficking in persons.
The  National  Task  Force  designated  by  each  State  shall  develop
recommendations for a national plan of action against trafficking in
persons. Action. 

Plan of action to protect the victims of human trafficking
Protection and support victims of human trafficking 
States together with NGOs and civil representatives shall take step

to create centers that will shelter trafficked persons; thereby providing
physical security, basic materials, counseling, medical care etc.24

Trafficked persons shall  be encouraged to testify during investigation
and prosecution process while putting the victims’ safety and security
as well. A fund for trafficked victims shall also be established.

Prevention and awareness raising
States together with NGOs and other civil  groups shall  create public
awareness on human trafficking.
Traditional channels of information and the mass media shall be used
by the state to create public awareness campaigns against trafficked
victims.
ECOWAS together with the states shall  prepare information materials
concerning the risks involved in human trafficking.

Specializing and training 
Special  units  shall  be created by the state to  combat trafficking of
persons by the state.
Training for law enforcement personnel on human trafficking shall be
strengthened by the state.
Embassy  and  consulate  staff  who  deal  with  immigration  and  visa
services shall also be trained by the state.

Monitoring and evaluation of initial action plan
The  task  force  of  the  state  shall  coordinate  and  monitor  the

implementation of the initial of the initial action plan.
The ECOWAS secretariat  shall  also  monitor  every six  months.  The

ECOWAS Secretariat shall organize an Expert Group Meeting for 2003
that shall evaluate the implementation of this Initial Action Plan, and
make  recommendations  for  further  actions  to  be  taken  against
trafficking in persons.

24 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime “Assistance for the implementation of the 
ECOWAS plan of action against trafficking in persons”, United Nations New York (2006), 
<https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/ecowas_training_manual_2006.pdf>, 
accessed on 03.05.16
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4. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  Migration  movement  are  parts  of  our  history  and
dates back to the pre-colonial  era. Growing disparities between the
rich and poor and the persistent economic difficulties continue to fuel
migration. Developing effective anti-corruption policy in West Africa will
require  high  political  commitment;  coordinated  anti-corruption
strategies;  close collaboration between states  and civil  society,  with
and  the  civil  society  acting  as  a  watch  dog  as  well  as  public
education.  Economic  growth  and social  development  cannot  take
place in an unstable political environment. It is therefore important for
ECOWAS  to  tackle  corruption  as  one  of  the  sources  of  political
instability in West Africa.

Also,  Social  partners  and  stakeholders  should  therefore  make  a
move to highlight the positive aspects of migration instead of showing
us the negatives sides of it.

African  countries  in  general  should  therefore  concentrate  on
combating  poverty  by  creating  development  policies  that  would
create job avenues especially for the youths.
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