RUSSIAN

BASIC COURSE




THE RUSSIAN ALPHABET

® |[tis known as Cyrillic alphabet;

® there are 33 letters: 11 vowels - 20 consonants - 2 pronunciation signs.

® some letters look usual to European alphabet, but have différent sounds; other ones are unusual but have
familiar sounds

Some important remarks:

NO SOUND LETTERS

v -2 letters have no sound on their own, but are still considered letters:

b --> the "hard sign" is rarely used. It indicates a slight pause between sylables

b --> the "soft sign" makes the previous letter "soft" Think of the "p" sound in the word "pew" (try infecting a very

slight "y" sount onto letter before it)

VOWELS

v -There are 2 forms of vowel: soft and hard. The first ones are pronounced as it is sound "e" before them (4 -

E- 10-E); the second ones as they are (A-3- Y- 0)

SPELLING RULE 1

v -You should keep in mind: never write bl, 0, or  after the letters I, K, XX, X, Y, LW, L] instead use U, Y, A.

ABOUT STRESS

v in some words it's important to know which syllable is stressed, this is because the letter'o" is pronounced
very differently depending on whether it's stressed or not:

Stressed O > it is pronounced as "0O"

Not stresses O --> it is pronounced as "A"



THE RUSSIAN ALPHABET

@ 2 A A
4= B X g
~ = O o
Mmoo H R

mE S e g2
<R Op O



Complete the following words with correct letter!

CKOJIbK_
KO_AA
MO_EMY
_ET

PYCCKUN A3_K



Complete the following words with correct letter!

OHEHBb INMPU_THO
P_4KA
YUUTEI_
CTY_EHT

FOBOP_Tb



QUESTION WORDS IN RUSSIAN

In Russian there are a number of words used to form questions. When you ask a yes/no question it is
formed the same was a statement (there is no equivalent of words "do", "are"). When you are speaking
Russian you should use a rising questioning tone.

Yto ? - What?

Kak? - How?

Ckonbko? - How many?

KTo? - Who?

Moyemy? - Why?

Korpa? - When?

Fne? - Where? (Used when you are searching for something. "Where is the bank?")
Kyna? - (to) Where? (Inicates motion towards something. "Where are you going?")
Otkyaa? (from) Where? (Indicates motion away from something. "Where are you coming from?)
Kakoit? (m), Kakas? (f), Kakoe? (n), Kakue? (pl) = Which? What sort of?

Yeir? (m), Yba? (f), Ybé? (n), Ybu? (pl) - Whose?

NOTES:

1) Where gender is shown, the word should agree with the noun it relates to;

2) The word Kakow declines like a stressed adjective, so it must also agree in case.
3) The words Yto? and KT0? Have different forms | different cases.



GENDER OF RUSSIAN NOUN

In Russian, each noun is assigned a gender;

Russian has 3 genders: masculine / feminine/ neuter

For masculine, attention to words related to physical meaning or no physical meaning

It is almost always possible to recognize gender by the spelling

Each gender is subjected to change mets at the final part of the word. It determines the complement.
There are the rules of the cases! --> by changing the final part of the word, a new complement is
formed. The cases in Russian are 6: NOMINATIVE - GENITIVE - DATIVE - ACCUSATIVE -
INSTRUMENTAL - PREPOSITIONAL

v The last letter of the word indicates the gender:

CLCC KK

O Ifitis a consonant, or U the word is masculine
O ifitis"A"or "q" it isi feminine
O ifitis"0" or "E" it is neuter
O ifitis sign "b" then it could be either masculine or feminine
[0 Exceptions
NOTES

1) "CASES" are a grammar way of determining what a noun does in a sentence. In English we do this by
having a strict word-order;



CASES IN RUSSIAN

v Russian grammar uses the case system

v The subject of the sentence could not be placed as the first noun (VS EN: it makes no sense to swap the
position of the word - the meaning could be completely changed!). In RU, it is possible to change the order of
the words, and still keep the same meaning. Chagements of order could simply help to EMPHASISE
something. The Russians word position is not important because the meaning of a sentence is indicated by
its case

v Toindicate each case we change the ending of word. Exemple:

"Ivan gives Peter's pento Anna"-> UBaH paéTt pydky [léTpa AHHe

NOMINATIVE CASE: the subject of a sentence (Ilvan) [WHAT? WHQ?]

GENITIVE CASE: indicates ownership (Peter's) [WHOM?] -->the object that is owned always come first
DATIVE CASE: the indirect object of the sentence (to whom - to Anna) [TO WHAT? TO WHOM?]
ACCUSATIVE CASE: the object of a sentence (pen) [WHAT?]

INSTRUMENTAL CASE: indicates "with" or "by means of" [BY/WITH WHAT/WHOM?]

PREPOSITIONAL CASE: used after certain prepositions (in - on - at - about) [IN/AT/ABOUT WHAT/WHOM?]



CASES IN RUSSIAN

Let's see how cases work thin different noun gender:

MASCULINE sing. - UBAH

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:
PREPOSITIONAL case:

FEMININE sing - AHHA
NOMINATIVE case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
Instrumental case:
PREPOSITIONAL case:

NBAH
NBAHA
NBAHY
NBAHA *
NBAHOM
NBAHE

AHHA
AHHbI
AHHE
AHHY
AHHON
AHHE

NEUTRAL sing

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:

PREPOSITIONAL case:

MASC AND FEMIN (plur)

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:

PREPOSITIONAL case:

OKHO
OKHA
OKHY
OKHO
OKHOM

OKHE

-bl
-OB/-EM
-AM

-bl /- OB. - EV
-AMU

AX



CASES IN RUSSIAN - when a noun ending with-b -4 -E

Let's see how cases work thin different noun gender:

NEUTRAL sing
MASCULINE sing. YHUTEJ1b

Nominative case: MOPE
Nominative case: YUUTEJb GENITIVE ca§e: MOPH

, DATIVE case: MOPIO
GENITIVE case: YUYUTENA ,
] ACCUSATIVE case: MOPE

DATIVE case: YAUTENIO INSTRUMENTAL case:  MOPEM
ACCUSATIVE case: YUYUTENH * ’
INSTRUMENTAL case: YYUTEJITEM PREPOSITIONAL case: MOPE

PREPOSITIONAL case: YYUTENE

, MASC AND FEMIN (plur)
FEMININE sing BALLHS

GENITIVE case: BALLHW GENITIVE case: -EB/-EN
DATIVE case: BALLUHE DATIVE case: -aM
ACCUSATIVE case: BALIHIO ACCUSATIVE case: -U/-EB -EN
Instrumental case: BALUHEW INSTRUMENTAL case: AMU

PREPOSITIONAL case: BALLHE

PREPOSITIONAL case: AX



PREPOSITIONS IN RUSSIAN

As follow, there are the most udes prepositions in Russian:
N3-B-HA-OT- K-Y-C-0/0b - OJid - 3A - HAL - 104 - MEXY
Which cases they need?

NOMINATIVE CASE: no preposition (articles do not exist in Russian!)

GENITIVE CASE: U3-Y - AJ1A4-0T -

DATIVE CASE: K

ACCUSATIVE CASE: HA - B (ACCUSATIVE also for moving states - TO)

INSTRUMENTAL CASE: indicates "with" or "by means of"

PREPOSITIONAL CASE: HA - B - 0/0B (PREPOSITIONAL also for NO moving states - IN/AT)

NOTES

1) The word "B" (in) is used to replace the English word "at", when you are referring to enclosed
spaces.

2) the word "Ha" (on - at) replaces the English word "at" when you are talking open spaces or
places that were traditionally open spaces.



RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: PLEASE AND THANK YOU

The two most important words you will learn in Russian are "please” and "thank you".
® CIIACHUBO - thank you
® TIOXAJTYCTA - Please (and "Welcome", after somebody says thank you)

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: YES AND NO

® JIA-yes
o HET - no

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: HELLO

® 3[IPABCTBYWTE - hello (formal)
® [IPUBET - hi (informal)

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: INTRODUCING YOURSELF

® MEHA 30BYT... -my nameiis...
® KAKBAC 30BYT?-what's your name?
® OYEHb NPUATHO NO3HAKOMWUTDBCA - pleased to meet you.

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: HOW ARE YOU

® KAK EJIA? - how are you?
® XOPOLLO CMNACKBO - good, thank you
® TAKCEBE-soansd so



PREPOSITIONS IN RUSSIAN

MOVEMENTS: QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WITH PREPOSITION OF PLACE:

OT-KYA?
Answers: U3 Puma - OT 6parTa

KYLA?
Answers: B Pum/ HA nouty - K 6paty

rAage?
Answers: B Pume/ HA noyte - Y 6paTa



CASES IN Russian : PRONOUNS

THE NOMINATIVE CASE
(The subject of a sentence)

A-1

Tbl -you
OH-he
OHA - she
OHO-it
Mbl - we
Bbl -you
OHMW - they

THE ACCUSATIVE CASE

MEHSA - me
TEBA - you
ErO- him
EE- her
ElO-its
HAC -us
BAC -you
UX -them

We use the GENITIVE case to create a way of saying "to have" or not to
have". To create these sentences you use the word "Y" (by/near) an
d "ECTb" (exist/is) --> Y MEHA ECTb KHUT'A /Y MEHA HET KHUT U

THE GENITIVE CASE * THE DATIVE CASE
We use the DATIVE case

MEH{ - me MHE - me 1) after the vers "MOMOTATb" (to
TEBS - vou - help) and "COBETOBATb" (to
EFO- hir);l We use the GENITIVE -IIE-II\E/IEYE- rm? advice)

o also after numbers: ™ 2) with verb "HPABUTbCSA" (to
EE- her 1-4->GENITIVEsing/  EW-her like)
ElM0-its 5-on --> GENITIVE pl. EMY-its 3) w(;th "Hy)KES" (to n?ed)t-; the

_ word you would expect as the

HAC -us HAM us subject, is used in the dative)
BAC -you BAM -you 4) To express your age
NX -them UM them

THE INSTRUMENTAL CASE THE PREPOSITIONAL CASE

MHOH - me
TOBOW - you
UM - him
EN - her

UM - it
HAMM - us
BAMMW -you
UM U - them

MHE - me
TEBE - you
HEM- him
HEMN - her
HEM - it
HAC -us
BAC -you
HUX - them



RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: PLEASE AND THANK YOU

The two most important words you will learn in Russian are "please” and "thank you".
® CIIACHUBO - thank you
® TIOXAJTYCTA - Please (and "Welcome", after somebody says thank you)

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: YES AND NO

® JIA-yes
o HET - no

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: HELLO

® 3[IPABCTBYWTE - hello (formal)
® [IPUBET - hi (informal)

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: INTRODUCING YOURSELF

® MEHA 30BYT... -my nameiis...
® KAKBAC 30BYT?-what's your name?
® OYEHb NPUATHO NO3HAKOMWUTDBCA - pleased to meet you.

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: HOW ARE YOU

® KAK EJIA? - how are you?
® XOPOLLO CMNACKBO - good, thank you
® TAKCEBE-soansd so



RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: GOOD BYE

[0 CBUOAHUSA (formal) - good bye
MOKA (informal) - bye

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: ASK TO SOMEONE ABOUT SOMETHING

CKAXXWUTE MOXXAJTYUCTA.. - tell me please
Bbl 3HAETE KAK... - do you know how...
KAK 4 MOT'Y... -how can I....

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: PLEASE GIVE ME...

OAVTE MHE MOXAJTYWCTA... - give me please
NMPUHOCUTE MHE MOXAJTYUCTA... - bring me please...

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: WHAT IS THIS?

YTO 3TO? - what is this?
MPOCTUTE 3TO....? - excuse me, is this...?

RUSSIAN EXPRESSIONS: HOW MUCH?

CKOJ1IBKO? - how much?/ how many?
CKOJIbKO CTOWUT? - how much does it cost?
TAK CEBE -




CASES IN RUSSIAN : the ADJECTIVE

Let's see how cases work thin different noun gender:

MASCULINE sing. 1OGPbIV

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:
PREPOSITIONAL case:

FEMININE sing 1ObPA{
NOMINATIVE case:
GENITIVE case:

DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
Instrumental case:
PREPOSITIONAL case:

NOBPbIN
N0OBPOI0
N06POMY
NOEPbIN / OFO*
N0OBPbIM

N OGEPOM

N106PAS
N06POM

10EPOW
NOBPYIO
N10EPOM
N10EPOM

NEUTRAL sing

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:

PREPOSITIONAL case:

MASC AND FEMIN (plur)

Nominative case:
GENITIVE case:
DATIVE case:
ACCUSATIVE case:
INSTRUMENTAL case:

PREPOSITIONAL case:

[10BPOE
[10BPOI0
[10EPOMY
[106POE
[106PbIM

A OBPOM

-blE

-bIX

-bIM

-blE /- bIX
-bIMU

-bIX



CASES IN RUSSIAN : the ADJECTIVE with letters - LI - LL| - X - )K - B- L] before ending

Let's see how cases work thin different noun gender:

MASCULINE sing. 1OGPbIV

Nominative case: [ OBPbLIV

GENITIVE case: N10BPOr0 MASC AND FEMIN (plur)

DATIVE case: A OBPOMY . : i

ACCUSATIVE case: NOGPbIV / OTO* Nominative case: bIE
GENITIVE case: -bIX

INSTRUMENTAL case: 1 OEPbIM .

PREPOSITIONAL case: OBPOM DATIVE case: bIM

case: [ ACCUSATIVE case: bIE /- bIX

INSTRUMENTAL case: -bIMU

FEMININE sing 10B6PAS] PREPOSITIONAL case:  -bIX

NOMINATIVE case: N10BPAS
GENITIVE case: N06POM
DATIVE case: 10EPOW
ACCUSATIVE case: [JOBPYIO
Instrumental case: [106POU

PREPOSITIONAL case: N OBPON



It is always important to AGREE adjective and noun following
the same case!

Ex: f roBopto ¢ JOOPbIM YENTOBEKOM

Ex: A nuwy aobpou noapyre

Ex: f roBopto No-pyccku ¢ xopoLleun noapyrou
Ex: Mbl BCTpeyaeM HalUX CTY4EHTOB

[puaymanTe 4ONONHUTENbHbIE MPUMEPDI... ?)



