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Esame di Lingua e traduzione inglese I – CdL in Lingue e culture straniere occidentali e orientali

Listening Exam
English I
January 16,  2025
You will hear JEFFREY MCQUAIN discuss the novel words used in J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter stories.  Note that Rowling’s words are italicized for clarity.
I.
Circle one letter for each question.
(20 points)
1. Rowling’s term muggles means…

a. non-magical humans
b. face



c. legend
2. In the time of Louis Armstrong, the famous singer and trumpeter, muggles meant…

a. a singer 


b. an older person

c. a cigarette with marijuana
3. Apparently, many of the words Rowling invented were derived from…

a. Latin


b. Greek


c. Old English
d. older English
4. At the beginning of the 18th c., funerals sometimes involved… 

a. professional wailers
b. bumblebees

c. parents screaming angrily
5. In Rowling’s story, the wizards went shopping…

a. on brooms 


b. on Diagon Ally

c. for potions 
6. The term Hogwarts is derived from…



a. rhyming syllables

b. warthog


c. reverse spelling
7. Which of the following words blend two words together?

a. animagus


b. nifflers


c. erised 

8. There is a soccer-like game played by wizards on broomsticks called…

a. Queerditch


b. Potter’s Pole-huggers 
c. Quidditch
9. The Defense Against the Dark Arts suggests…
     a. a sinister plot

b. an important class for wizards 
c. an acronym
10. Which English author first used the term hagrid, a term that was applied to an influential character in the story?
     a. Hardy


b. Coleridge 


c. Casterbridge 
II. Write a brief statement (45-65 words) about the various ways that Rowling created new words.
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