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THE YEAR IS 19:>4. THE BRITISH HAVE PUT A STATE OF EMERGENCY OH THEIR 
COLOHY KENYA AFTER THE ·MAU MAU· UPRISING THAT SOUGHT INDEPENDENCE 

AND SELF-RULE BY AFRICANS. MUTHOHI WA KIRIMA LEADS AN AMBUSH. 
MUTHONI HAD A DISTRESSING ENCOUNTER AT A SEffiER'S FARM THAT WAS 

MARKED BY PHYSICAL AND VERBAL VIOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU MEN, ANO 
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU WOMEN. THIS LED HER TO TAKE THE 
OATH OF THE "MAU MAU" FREEDOM FIGHTERS. SHE ATE SOME EARTH AND 

SWORE TO FIGHT FOR LAND. 

IN THE FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE. WOMEN PROVIDED SUPPORT TO FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN THE 
FORESTS: HIDING THEM, PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE. AND SUPPLIES. MUTHONI IS AMONG OTHER 
NOTABLE WOMEN LEADERS WHO SACRIFICED THEMSELVES FOR FREEDOM. SHE VOWED NOTTO CUT 
HER DREADLOCKS UNTIL KENYA RECEIVED "UHURU" -FREEDOM. 
SHE DID NOT CUT HER HAIR UNTIL 2022. 
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~HE WHITE MANTO LEAVE FOR EUROPE. FOR THE AFRICANS TO GAIN THEIR FREEDOM (SWAHILD 
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ON ff.BRUARY 28. 1qq2. MOTHERS OF POLITICA!. PRISOHERS. AGED BITWEf.H bO AHD 80 Yf.ARS. 
PRESf.HTED A LIST OF ~2 POLITICA!. PRISONERS TO KEHYA'S ATTORNO GENERAL FOR THEIR 

RUEASE. THEt' THEN PROCEEDED TO UHURU PARK TO PROTEST AND START A HUHGER STRIKE. 
THE MOTHERS WERESUPPORTED AND MOBILISED BY M:IDJISTS AHD FEMIHISTS WAHGARI 
MAATHM AND HJERI KABEBERI. WAHGARI SUFFERED AT THE HAHDS OF GOVERNMEHT FOR 

THIS REASOH, AS SHE WAS SEf.H AS MORE VOCM. 
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SIR. HE HAS REFUSED TO 

OFFICERHAVE YOU 
RECfl'JFl) 

HIS CONFfS)I()N YETI! 
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f.AT AHD SAYS HE. IS IHHOCE.Nll 
HIS MOTHE.R AND OTHE.R WOME.N HAVE. 
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STARTED A HUHGE.R STRIKE. AT 
UHURU PARK. 

. 
; 

i . 

POLTIICAL PRISONERS ARE BEING DETAINE.D WITHOUT 
TRIAl IN THE. PRO\IINCIAL HEAOQUATERS BUILDING 

THE. INFAMOUS NYAYO HOUSE. THE PRESIDENT HAS • 
CREATE.O TORTURE CHAMBERS TO FIND OUT ABOUT 

THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE CLAMOUR FOR 
MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRACY. OPPONENTS OFTHE 

PRESIDENT AND HIS GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLED AT 
UHURU PARK TO CAll FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL 

PRISONERS WHO WERE BEING SUBJECTED TO VIOLENCE 
AND TORTURE BY THE STATE. 

NYAYO WANGARI MATHAAl FROM THE GREENBELT MOVEMENT AND OTHERACTIVISTS 

UHURU PARK HAS BEEN A RALLYING POINT FOR REFORMS SINCE 
THE qo'S. THE PARK'S NAME IS SYMBOLICALLY LINKED TO THE 

STRUGGLE FOR INDE.PENDENCE. WHICH FREEDOM FIGHTERS LIKE. 
MUTHONI WA KIRIMA WERE. INVOLVED IN. 
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Wt ARt ~ULY FRff 
WHf.N ALL Of US ARt FRW 

FRttDOM WILL COMt! 

O\ .JJNGéR S 

.f RfatASE O 

-~ MMIBM. A fIER(l cmrc Of lHf G<NERJIMOO. WAS SDtGLED OUT NID BEAIDI mo A COMA BY lHf POlfil.. 
lHf PRf.SIIWHAD CNl.ED HERA 1W> WOMAH"RlRHEREffORTS 10 STOPlHf COMOCIIDN Of AGlNUKMOO 

BUilDIIG WITlrn lHf UHURU PAIOC A~ OOffl!NMEmilll: HAI> EJ4PO'~ WOMEN BY PROMOTDIG 
~TIOI NIO OlB™Il6 ENmONMOOM.~ATION MElHOOS.~ WAS M.SO A POUTICAL l.fAlnMD FOO;HT 

AGAOOT WI~ Of BY 6'NWMOO OfTICIAlS. NOlW kAR\JRA Fm.STIM NmOSI. LATER 
NOMOOlfD fOR lHf NO&l. PEACI MZE RlR HER EfFOOS. 



YIHAT KIND OF GOVERNME 
KILL US THENI WESHALL NOT~~E~~S THAT BEATS UP YIOMEN? 

UNBELIEVEABLEI 
THESE YIOMEN ARE BRAVE! THEY HAVE 

SHOWN THE POWER OF WOMEN IN THE FIGHT 
FOR DEMOCRAa'I LET ME SEE WHETHER THEY 
WILL GET MORE SUPPORT FROM KENYANS AND 

THE COURT. I SHM.l PREPARE TO 
DEFEND THEM AND WIN THE CASE! 

WE SHALL DIE WITH OUTIRL C HOUR SONS ARE SET FREE! ILDRENI 

OM ~,a.al l. 1m 11\t ~01\lili 5W'l'tD 111,Kti) 11\t KOl1NI vouct COULO MO! swMJSt 
11\DI flS lii KOl'INI CIIL1\1Rf. Il WIIS COMS!DtRED ~ClliSt 10 St m,811 W"f.11 Ml U.OCR 
wow.M l(f.llt01t0 "tR Q.011\!MG !M vusuc f!llillt ~tOU. COULD MO LOMGtRS"UM 11\DI 
[OR 11 ~01111\l 11\f.'I fO\lGlll 1"1S f!G"1. LEAD111G vounCN. !MCLUDIMG l»l!fti. 
~ART"A KARUA.100Y-1HE1R ITGHHO 1HE COURl 
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RELEASE AU THE PRISONERSI 
IT IS AGAINST THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS. 
IT IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL TO HOLO 
KENYANS WITHOUT A CAS~ ANO TO 

SUBJECTTHEM TO 
UNIMAGINABLE TORTURE! 

AfTER Il MONTHS Of OEFIANCE ANO RESISTANCf, 
THE MOTHERS Of THE POLITICAL PRISONERS SECURED 

THE fREEDOM Of THEIRSONS. THE IJIOIHICE THAT 
THE MOTHERS ENOURED SPARKED RIOTS AND PROTESTS. 
AS Wlli AS CONDEMNATION fROM THE UNmD STATES 

AND GERMANY, WHO OIRECTED CRITICISM TO THE 
MOI GOVERNMENT. EVENTUAUY. MULTI·PARlY 

OEMOCRACY ENDEO MOI'S 2HEAR OICTATOIISHIP. 

THE GALLANT HEROINES. INCLUDING THE WIIJES ANO SISTERS Of THE 
POLIITCAL PRISONERS. SHOW ED THE COUNTRY THE COLLECTIIJE 

POWER Of THE FEMINIST RESOLVE TO FIGHT INJUSTICE AGAINST. 
THEIR OISROBING PROVEO THATTHEY WERE PREPAREO TOGO 

AGAINST CULTURAL NORMS IN THEIR fIGHT fOR FREEOOM IN KENYA. 
THE GROUNOS YIHERE THE YIOMEN STAGED THE PROTESTS WERE 

HENCEfORTH KNOWN AS THE "fREEOOM CORNEt 
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PRf.SENT DAY NAIROBI PUBUC lAANSPORf INQUDf.S BUSES MD 

VMS OOED "MATA11JS'.'GENDER·BA.5ED \IIOLEHCE IN MATAlUS IS 

RAMPANT MD INCIDENTS Of GROPPING. VERBAL ABUS~ PltYSif.Al 

MD SEXUAL \IIOLEHCE OCCUR FREQUENllY. 

CONDUCTOR! 
WHY DID YOU TOUCH ME? 

WOMEN IN MATAlUS FACE 
UNWANTED ADVANCES. CATCALLS. 
AND INDECENT PROPOSALS. SOCIETY 

DONT YOU HAVE MY SHAME? ,-,'--~"IS GENERALLY UNCONCERNED AND 

YOU ALWAYS DO THIS TO WOMEN 
WHEN THEY ENTER THE MATAlUI 

THE ACTIONS Of THE CONDUCTOR AND THE JUDGEMENT Of THE FELLOW COMMUTERS 
REFLECT THE SOCIETAL INERITA TO CREATE SAFE SPACES FOR WOMEN IN PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT. WOMEN FEEL UNSAFE IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HAVE TO INFORM 
FRIENDS OR f AMILY Of THEIR ROUTES AND ffiNERARIES TO ENSURE THEIR SAFE 
ARRIVAL THE PRESSORE TO IMPROVE THE UPERIENCE FOR WOMEN HAS LED TO 
INffiATIVES SUCH AS GENDERED TAXI HAILING SERVICES. WHICH HAVE WOMEN 
DRIVERS. HOWEVER. THESE ARE UPENSIVE. THE CASE Of PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR 
WOMEN REMAINS AN ISSUE TO BE ADDRESSED IN A COUNTRY WHERE MOST PEOPLE 
RELY ON IT FOR MOBILITY. 

NORMAUSES THE SEXUAL HARASSMENT. 
THIS WAS HIGHLIGHTED IN 1'\110 CASES WHERE 
ONE WOMAN WAS STRIPPED NAKED AND ANOTHER 
RAPED IN MATAlUS. DESPITE PUBLIC UPROAR. 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT STILL PE 

*CONDUCTOR CALUNG OUT FARES IN SWAHILI 
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2019 WAS MARKED BY AN INCR8\SE IN FEMICIDE CASES 
wrrn ljO REPORTED 08\THS. MEDIA ATTENTION TO 

THESE CASES DIO NOT RESULT IN SUBSTANTI\IE ACTION 
BY THE GOVERNMENT ANO PUBLIC .. 

THIS INJUSTICE AGAINST 
WOMEN CAN'T GO ONI 

I MUST DO SOMETHING 

A NEW GENERATION Of FEMINISTS MOBILISED ON SOCIAL 
MEDIA- PLATFORMS THEIR MOTHERS NEVER HAD. THEY DOCUMENTED 
AND SHARED THE ABUSES Of WOMEN'S RIGHTS, AND THROUGH 
CAMPAIGNS UKE •MYDRESSMYCHOICE. THEY fOUGHT 
BACKSOCIETY. 

GOOD MORHING 
NAIROBTI 

WELCOME TO THE 
BREAKFAST NEWS FROM 

NAIROBI FMI 
BREAKING NEWSI 

A YOUNG GIRL YIAS FOUND DEAD 
OUTSIDE THE CilY CAMPUS. 

THE POLICE ARE LINKING THE 
MURDERAND THE RISE Of 

FEMICIDE CASES IN 
NAIROBITO .. 

YOUNG WOMEN INSPIRED BYTHE 
GLOBALFEMINIST•METOO 

MOVEMENT R8\LISED THEIR 
ROLE IN STANDING UP AGAINST 
THE RISING CASES Of HUMAN 

RIGHTS ABUSES. 



THEIR CONTINUE.D PROTESTS CAUGHTTHE. ATTE.NTION 
Of THE NAIROBI WOME.N RE.PRESENTATI'JE. E.STHE.R 
PASSARIS. WHO JOINE.D THE. DE.MONSTRATIONS. THE. 
PROTE.STE.RS CALLE.D FORA RENEWED APPROACH TO 
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AS HUMAN RIGHTS AND A STOP TO 
FE.MCIDES. THIS CAUSE.O THE GOVERNME.NT TO 
E.STABLISH A •HE.FORSHE. CAMPAIGN. WHICH WAS 
CONSIDERE.D AS A HM.f-HE.ARTE.D E.FFORT AT Dl'JE.RTING 
THE. PROTESfS OBJE.CTIIJES. 

LIKE. THEIR lo\OTHE.RS THRE.E. DE.CADES AGO. THESE. BOLD 
fE.lo\INfSTS ASSE.lo\BLE.D AT FREE.DOio\ CORNER. f ACING BRUTM. 
POLICE. OPPOSIBON. THEY STOOD THHR GROUND FEARLESS. 
FIGHTING FOR THE.lo\SE.LVES. THEIRSISTERS. AND DAUGHTE.RS 

OUR LIVES !-\ATTERI 
WE ARE. YOUR DAUGHTE.RS. 

SISTE.RS, lo\OTHE.RS\ 
PROTE.CT USI 

UNLIKE. THE.IR MOTHE.RS. THE.Y COULD NOT STRIP. BE.CAUSE. 
THE.Y WOULD BE. SEXUALISE.D. SHAME.D. AND BE.ATE.N BY POLICE.. 
BUT THE.Y WE.RE. LOUD. ANGRY. AND RE.LENTLESS IN SAYrNG THE. 
NAMES Of WOME.N LOST TO VIOLE.NT ME.N. THE.Y WE.RE. CALLING 

FORA •TOTALSHUTDOWNKE.. THE. USE. OF THE. HASHTAGS 
AND THE.IR TRACTION ON SOCIAL ME.DIA SHOWS HOW 

MUCH THE. NE.W GE.NE.RATION OF YOUNG FE.MINfSTS UTILIZE.D 
THE. CURRENT WE.APONS OF RESISTANCE. IN THE. DIGITAL AGE.. 

WE SHALL NOT RE.MAIN 
QUIET WHE.N YOU KEE.P KILLING 

USI YOU ARE. OUR BROTHE.RS. 
HUSBANDS. AND SONS. YET YOU 

DO NOT SPE.AK OUT AGAINST VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN IN OUR SOCIE.TYI 

73 



E PROTESTS WERE 
1.ARGELY IGNORED BY 
THE PUBLIC AND MED 

... 
WOMEN'S 

PROTESTSAR 
ONGOINGIN 

IN FEBRUARY 2020, WOME.N ASSEMBLED AGAIN ON 
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FREEDOM CORNER Wffil A LIST Of 13q WOME.N 
AND A BABY WHO HAD BEE.N KILLED. THEY 
DEMANDED GOVERNME.NT RESPONSE. THE 
PROTESTS LED TO THE FORMATION OFTHE 
"fE.MINISTS IN KENYA· MOVEME.NT AND 

-USIKIMYE" (DO NOT BE QUIE1)-A SEXUAL 
AND GE.NDER-BASED VIOLE.NCE RESCUE 

IHTIIATI\IE THAT PROVIDES SAfE HOUSES 
FOR SURVJ:IJORS OF GE.NDER-BASED VIOLE.NCE. 

HII 

AS WOMEN REPRESENTATIIJE, 
I WILL NOT SIT BACK AND WATCH 

THEM PROTESTING. 
I AM COMING TO JOINI 

ANGE. THEST 
E WOMEN ARE AL 

E. NE.WS. LETS LIS 

._11 

WHATKINDOF 
MUSIC IS THATI? 
ITIS DEGRADING 

, TOWOME.NI 

·I ' I • ' 
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THIRlY YEARS LATER. THE PARK REMAIHED THE 
PLACE WHERE KEHYAN WOMEH GATHERE.D TO 
MAKE THEIR LASf Sf AHD. THE INCLUSIOH OF 

POLITICAL VOICES SERVED TO SHOW THE 
SOODES MADE IN FEMINIStl 
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WE HAVE H~RD THE PLIGHT OF 
WOMENI WE SHALL MAKE Pl.ANS 

GOVERIIMENTI 

THE VIGIL HELD TO COMMEMORATE THE FEMICIDE VICTIMS Wf.S A 
REillRATION Of THE 00 FOR THE PROTECTION Of WOMEN AND 

GIRLS FROM Ml FORMS Of SEXUAL AND GENDER·BASED VIOLENCE. 

DESPITE TIIE PROMULGATION Of A NEW 
CONSTITUTION TIIAT PROIJOO TIIAT THE 

GOVERNMENT MUST E~SURE AFFIRTMATIVE 
ACTION FOR WOMEN IN KEHY~ WOMEN 

EMPOWERMEHT IS STILLA LONG WAY wrrn 
SOME OFTHE PROVISIONS. 

sm, SPrltS vmm SUR'll'JORS UMOE.m~MO 
m. PROCtSS Of r,cctSSDIG JUSUCl ~MO 

R[C[l'Jl COUKSllLIKG um UIIS RtSUL1S IK 
IKCRU\SlO SUR'Jl'JOR OIGM;l~tllì ~ffi\ '"l 
m~mLJUSTICl VROCtSS ~KO IK oum1KG 

vmm.MORS ~KO OIOIKG muKm ~MO acus 
Of VIOLOKl 

ìHE PARK IS NOW FENCED UP. IT IS 
HIGHLY UHUKUY IT Wlll EVER BE ìHE 
GROUNDS WHERE fEMINISlS ~EMBll 

BUT OUR BO DIES WERE M.WAYS THf. 
BATTLEGROUND AHD THf. OOUM.TI. AHD 

WITH THAT. WE MAlt'.E A~ STAND. 
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