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‘ THE YEAR IS 1934, THE BRITLSH HAVE PUT A STATE OF EMERGENCY ON THEIR
COLONY KENYA AFTER THE "MAU MAU" UPRLSING THAT SOUGHT INDEPENDENCE

AND SELF-RULE BY AFRICANS. MUTHONL WA KIRIMA LEADS AN AMBUSH.
MUTHONL HAD A DISTRESSING ENCOUNTER AT A SETTLERT FARM THAT WAS
MARKED BY PHYSLCAL AND VERBAL VIOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU MEN, AND
SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST KIKUYU WOMEN. THLS LED HER TO TAKE THE

OATH OF THE "MAU MAU" FREEDOM FIGHTERS, SHE ATE SOME EARTH AND

SWORE TO FIGHT FOR LAND.

IN THE FTGHT FOR TNDEPENDENCE, WOMEN PROVIDED SUPPORT T0 FREEDOM FLGHTERS IN THE
FORESTS: HIDING THEM, PROVIDING INTELLIGENCE, AND SUPPLLES, MUTHONL LS AMONG OTHER
NOTABLE WOMEN LEADERS WHO SACRTFICED THEMSELVES FOR FREEDOM, SHE VOWED NOT T0 CUT
HER DREADLOCKS UNTIL KENYA RECELVED “UHURU" - FREEDOM,

SHE DID NOT CUT HER HAIR UNTIL 2022

MZONGU AKWENDE
ULAYA MWAFRIKA
APATE URURU*

THISISOURLAND THE '\
SPIRIT OF QURANCESTO
LS OUR STRENGTH!

*THE WHITE MAN TO LEAVE FOR EUROPE, FOR THE AFRICANS TO GAIN THEIR FREEDOM (SWAHILD) J




ON FEBRUARY 28, 1992, MOTHERS OF POLLTICAL PRISONERS, AGED BETWEEN 60 AND 80 YEARS,
PRESENTED A LIST OF 52 POLTTICAL PRISONERS TO KENYAT ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR THEIR
RELEASE. THEY THEN PROCEEDED TO UHURU PARK TO PROTEST AND START A HUNGER STRIKE
THE MOTHERS WERE SUPPORTED AND MOBILISED BY ACTIVISTS AND FEMINLSTS WANGART
MAATHA AND NJERT KABEBERT. WANGART SUFFERED AT THE HANDS OF GOVERNMENT FOR
THLS REASON, AS SHE WAS SEEN AS MORE VOCAL

OFFICERHAVEYOU
RECELVED
HIS CONFESSTONYET?

POLLTICAL PRESONERS ARE BEING DETAINED WITHOUT
TRIAL IN THE PROVINCTAL HEADQUATERS BUILDING,
THE INFAMOUS NYAYO HOUSE. THE PRESIDENT HAS
CREATED TORTURE CHAMBERS TO FIND OUT ABOUT
THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE CLAMOUR FOR
MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRACY. OPPONENTS OF THE
PRESIDENT AND HLS GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLED AT

SIR HE HAS REFUSED TO UHURU PARK TO CALL FOR THE RELEASE OF POLETICAL
EAT AND SAYS HE IS TNNOCENT! PRISONERS R L D TOVIRNCE
HLS MOTHER AND OTHER WOMEN HAVE
STARTED A HUNGER STRIKE AT
UHURU PARK

KENYA SHALL ONE DAY BE
FREE OF MOT'S RULE! THE STRUGGLE
FOR DEMOCRACY CONTINUES!

WANGART MATHAAL, FROM THE GREENBELT MOVEMENT, AND OTHER ACTIVISTS
JOINED THE OTHER WOMEN AS THEY CAMPED TN THE PARK DAY AND NIGHT.

UHURU PARK HAS BEEN A RALLYING POINT FOR REFORMS SINCE
THE 90'S. THE PARK'S NAME LS SYMBOLICALLY LINKED T0 THE
STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE, WHICH FREEDOM FIGHTERS LIKE
MUTHONI WA KIRIMA WERE INVOLVED IN.
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WANGART* RAS BEEN HURT
WENEEDTOTMEHERTD SIS

WANGART MAATHAL A FTERCE CRITIC OF THE GOVERNMENT, WAS STNGLED OUT AND BEATEN INTO A COMA BY THE POLICE
THE PRESIDENT HAD PREVIOUSLY CALLED HER A MAD WOMAN™ FOR HER EFFORTS TO STOP THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GOVERNMENT
BUILDING WITHIN THE UHURU PARK A KEEN ENVIRONMENTALLST, SHE HAD ENPOWERED RURAL WOMEN BY PRONOTING
AFFORESTATION AXD EMBRACING EAVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION METHODS. SHE WAS ALSO A POLTTICAL LEADER AND FOUGHT
AGAINST LAND-GRABBING OF FORESTS BY GOVERNMENT OFFICTALS, NOTABLY KARURA FOREST IN NAIROBL SHE WAS LATER
NOMINATED FOR THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR HER EFFORTS.

*INTIMIDATORY STATEMENT IN SWAHILT (TRY TO CAUSE CA0S M SEB)




WHAT KIND OF GOVERNMENT LS THLS THAT BEATS UP WOMEN?
KILL US THEN! WE SHALL NOT MOVE UNTIL OUR SONS ARE SET FREE!
WE SHALL DIE WLTH OUR CHILDREN!

COUDNOTBRUALSE
D T e MEER

: 2 HEN.
AN COLTURE,IT WA N0 LONGERSHONT
a0 pue%fmm;bmmwxacLokocthwm TNCLUDING LAWER

UNBELTEVEABLE!
THESE WOMEN ARE BRAVE! THEY RAVE
SHOWN THE POWER OF WOMEN IN THE FIGHT
FOR DEMOCRACYI LET ME SEE WHETHER THEY
WILL GET MORE SUPPORT FROM KENYANS AND
THE COURT. I SHALL PREPARE TO
DEFEND THEM AND WIN THE CASE!
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RELEASE ALL THE PRISONERS!
LT LS AGAINST THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS,
IT IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL TO HOLD
KENYANS WLTHOUT A CASE, AND TO
SUBJECT THEM TO
UNTMAGINABLE TORTURE!

7" THE CONSTITUTION DOES

HOT ALLOW MY JUDGEMENT
AGATNST THE GOVERAMEAT
_WHATDOWEDD) ot

" MARTHA KARUA WAS THE ONLY LAWYER WILLING T0 6O T

COURT FOR THE CASE OF THE POLLTICAL PRISONERS,
EVENTUALLY,A RISONRS

AFTER | MONTHS OF DEFTANCE AND RESISTANCE,
THE MOTHERS OF THE POLLTICAL PRESONERS SECURED
THE FREEDOM OF THETR SONS. THE VIOLENCE THAT
THE MOTHERS ENDURED SPARKED RIOTS AND PROTESTS,
AS WELL AS CONDEMNATTON FROM THE UNITED STATES
AND GERMANY WHO DIRECTED CRITICISM T0 THE
MOL GOVERNMENT. EVENTUALLY, MULTL-PARTY
DEMOCRACY ENDED MOTS 24-YEAR DICTATORSHIP.

OUR SONS ARE FINALLY
FREE]
WE CAN 60 HOME!

Bl THE GALLANT HEROINES, INCLUDING THE WIVES AND SSTERS OF THE
POLLTICAL PRISONERS, SHOWED THE COUNTRY THE COLLECTIVE
POWER OF THE FEMINIST RESOLVE TO FIGHT INJUSTICE AGAINST.
THEIR DISROBING PROVED THAT THEY WERE PREPARED T0 60
g AGAINST CULTURAL NORMS IN THEIR FIGHT FOR FREEDOM IN KENYA
THE GROUNDS WHERE THE WOMEN STAGED THE PROTESTS WERE
HENCEFORTH KNOWN AS THE "FREEDOM CORNER"




PRESENT DAY NAZROBI. PUBLIC TRANSPORT INCLUDES BUSES AND
VANS CALLED "MATATUS: GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE TN MATATUS IS
RAMPANT AND TNCIDENTS OF GROPPING, VERBAL ABUSE, PHYSTCAL
AND SEXUALVIOLENCE OCCUR FREQUENTLY

i

Js )

W5 HOPE THE MATATU
‘ ﬂ PEETSY WONT TAKE T00 LONG TO FILL
YRR U UP TODAY T DONT WANT T0 BE
) LATE TO WORK AGAZN! WAIT,
T THAT WOMAN CRYING?

@

b~ N

——— Ve

] WOMEN TN MATATUS FACE
B ONWANTED ADVANCES, CATCALLS,

CONDUCTOR

WHY DIDYOU TOUCH ME? EN%%:DECENYTUILRQPOSMS SOCIETY
DONT YOU HAVE ANY SHAME? ERALLY UNCONCERNED AMD
YOU ALWAYS DO THLS T0 WOMEN JINORMALISES THE SEXUAL HARASSMENT.

« \ ‘
@ / THLS WAS HIGHLIGHTED IN TWO CASES WHERE
WHEN THEY ENTER THE MATATU! S \ JONE WOMAN WAS STRIPPED NAKED AND ANOTHER
” : \ // RAPED IN MATATUS. DESPLTE PUBLIC UPROAR,
V' SEXUAL HARASSMENT STILL PERSISTS
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THE ACTIONS OF THE CONDUCTOR AND THE JUDGEMENT OF THE FELLOW COMMUTERS : , ~
REFLECT THE SOCIETAL INERTIA TO CREATE SAFE SPACES FOR WOMEN IN PUBLIC
TRANSPORT. WOMEN FEEL UNSAFE IN PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND HAVE TO INFORM
FRIENDS OR FAMILY OF THEIR ROUTES AND ITINERARIES T0 ENSURE THEIR SAFE
ARRIVAL THE PRESSURE T0 IMPROVE THE EXPERTENCE FOR WOMEN HAS LED TO
INITIATIVES SUCH AS GENDERED TAXT HAILING SERVICES, WHICH HAVE WOMEN
DRIVERS, HOWEVER, THESE ARE EXPENSIVE. THE CASE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR
WOMEN REMAINS AN ISSUE TO BE ADDRESSED IN A COUNTRY WHERE MOST PEOPLE

RELY ON IT FOR MOBILLTY.

*CONDUCTOR CALLING OUT FARES IN SWAHILL
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600D MORNING
NAIROBLI
WELCOMETO THE
BREAKFAST NEWS FROM
NAIROBL FM|
BREAKTNG NEWS!
¥ A Y0UNG GIRL WAS FOUND DEAD
OUTSIDE THE CLTY CAMPUS,
THE POLICE ARE LTNKING THE
MURDER AND THE RISE OF
FEMICIDE CASES TN
NAIROBLTO...

2019 WAS MARKED BY AN INCREASE IN FEMICIDE CASES
WLTH 150 REPORTED DEATHS MEDIA ATTENTION T0
THESE CASES DID NOT RESULT IN SUBSTANTIVE ACTION
BY THE GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC..

YOUNG WOMEN INSPIRED BY THE
GLOBAL FEMINIST +MET00
MOVEMENT REALTSED THEIR
ROLE IN STANDING UP AGAINST
THE RISING CASES OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES.

TRIS INJUSTICE AGAINST
WOMEN CANT GO ON!
I MUST DO SOMETHING
TO STOP TRIS)

ANEW GENERATION OF FEMINISTS MOBILISED ON SOCIAL
MEDIA — PLATFORMS THEIR MOTHERS NEVER HAD. THEY DOCUMENTED
AND SHARED THE ABUSES OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS, AND THROUGH
CAMPATGNS LIKE +MYDRESSMYCHOLCE, THEY FOUGHT
BACK SOCIETY.
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LIKE THEIR MOTHERS THREE DECADES AGO, THESE BOLD

PROTECT US

WHY ARE THESE
WOMEN S0 LOUD? THEY
SROULD JUST

KEEP QUIET!

NOI TS THEIRRIGHT ) 4

THEIR CONTINUED PROTESTS CAUGHT THE ATTENTION
OF THE NAIROBL WOMEN REPRESENTATIVE, ESTHER
PASSARTS, WHO JOINED THE DEMONSTRATIONS. THE
PROTESTERS CALLED FOR A RENEWED APPROACH TO
WOMEN'S RIGHTS AS HUMAN RIGHTS AND A STOP T
FEMCIDES. THLS CAUSED THE GOVERNMENT T0
ESTABLISH A ¢HEFORSHE CAMPAGN, WHICH WAS
CONSIDERED AS A HALF-HEARTED EFFORT AT DIVERTING

UNLIKE THEIR MOTHERS, THEY COULD NOT STRIP, BECAUSE
THEY WOULD BE SEXUALLSED, SHAMED, AND BEATEN BY POLICE.
BUT THEY WERE LOUD, ANGRY, AND RELENTLESS IN SAYING THE
NAMES OF WOMEN LOST TO VIOLENT MEN. THEY WERE CALLING

FOR A #TOTALSHUTDOWNKE. THE USE OF THE HASHTAGS
AND THEIR TRACTION ON SOCTAL MEDIA SHOWS HOW
MUCH THE NEW GENERATLON OF YOUNG FEMINISTS UTILIZED
THE CURRENT WEAPONS OF RESLSTANCE IN THE DIGITAL AGE

FEMINISTS ASSEMBLED AT FREEDOM CORNER FACING BRUTAL
POLICE OPPOSLTION, THEY STOOD THEIR GROUND FEARLESS,
FIGHTING FOR THEMSELVES, THEIR SLSTERS, AND DAUGHTERS

> OURLIVES MATTERI '\
WE ARE YOUR DAUGHTERS,
SISTERS, MOTHERS! |

THE PROTESTS OBJECTIVES.

WE SHALL NOT REMAIN
QUIET WHEN YOU KEEP KILLING
US1 YOU ARE OUR BROTHERS,
HUSBANDS, AND SONS, YET YOU
DO NOT SPEAK 0UT AGAINST VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN TN OUR SOCIETY!

T/ LN
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AHI CHANGE THE STATLONI
THESE WOMEN ARE ALWAYS
ON THE NEWS. LETS LISTENTO
SOME MUSIC INSTEAD!

~

THE PROTESTS WERE PROTESTS ARE
LARGELY IGNORED BY ONGOINGIN
THE PUBLIC AND MEDIA THE PARK
/
2\ L) 1-/1-5R
/

40 YEAH, SHAKE
YOUR BUM BUM
TWISH SOCIETY

IN FEBRUARY 2020, WOMEN ASSEMBLED AGAIN ON [P WOULD \%AUASJ EINE WOMEN DESERVE T0
FREEDOM CORNER WLTH A LLST OF 139 WOMEN SOURH HAVE THEIR FREEDOMS

AND A BABY WHO HAD BEEN KILLED, THEY ASWOMEN! 3
DEMANDED GOVERNMENT RESPONSE. THE 2 . LI
PROTESTS LED TO THE FORMATLON OF THE D T 5 T - \
"FEMINISTS IN KENYA” MOVEMENT AND Tl G =

"USIKIMYE" (DO NOT BE QUIET)-A SEXVAL
AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE RESCUE
INITIATIVE THAT PROVIDES SAFE HOUSES
FOR SURVIVORS OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

STOP KILLING US! WILLIEVERBE
PROSECUTE ALL SAFEIN A MATATU?

THOSE WHO KILL - WHAT KIND OF
L) WOMEN! MUSIC IS THATI?
/ ITIS DEGRADING

T0 WOMENI

OUR RESPONSTBILITY AS
LEADERS IS T0 MAKE SURE THAT THE
DEATHS OF THESE 130 WOMEN
WERE NOTIN VAIN|

THIRTY YEARS LATER, THE PARK REMAINED THE
X PLACE WHERE KENYAN WOMEN GATHERED T0
\ - MAKE THEIR LAST STAND. THE INCLUSTON OF
POLLTICAL VOICES SERVED T0 SHOW THE

T WILL NOT SIT BACK AND WATCH STEDESRRE BTN

THEM PROTESTING.
T AM COMING TO JOIN!

T4



WE HAVE HEARD THE PLIGHT OF
WOMEN! WE SHALL MAKE PLANS
AS GOVERNMENTI

THE VIGIL HELD TO COMMEMORATE THE FEMICIDE VICTIMS WAS A

RELTERATION OF THE CALL FOR THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND
GIRLS FROM ALL FORMS OF SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.

DESPLTE THE PROMULGATION OF ANEW
CONSTETUTEON THAT PROVIDES THAT THE
GOVERNMENT MUST ENSURE AFFIRTMATIVE
ACTION FOR WOMEN IN KENYA, WOMEN
EMPOWERMENT IS STILL A LONG WAY WITH
SOME OF THE PROVISTONS.

SAFE SPACES WHERE SURVEVORS UNDERSTAKD
THE PROCESS OF ACCESSING JUSTICE AKD
RECEINE COUNSELLING EXIST THISRESULTS TN
THCREASED SURVINOR ENGRGEMENT WITH THE
CRIMTNAL JUSTECE PROCESS MD TN DETERING
PERPETRATORS AND EXDING TWPUNTTY AKD CYCLES
OF VIOLENCE

L TREPARKISNOW FENCED UPITTS
) HIGHLY UNLIKELY ITWILL EVER BE THE
] GROUNDS WHERE FEMINISTS ASSEMBLE.
BUT QUR BODIES WERE ALWAYS THE




