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Giacomo Buoncompagni is a Tenure-track Assistant Professor (RTT, GSPS-06/A) in Sociology of 

Consumption, Digital Media and Communication, and Digital Journalism at the Department of 

Political Science, Communication and International Relations of the University of Macerata, where 

he also serves as Academic Advisor for the Bachelor’s Degree Programme in Communication 

Sciences. In 2025, he obtained the Italian National Scientific Qualification (ASN) as Associate 

Professor in Sociology of Cultural and Communication Processes (GSPS-06/A). 

He received his PhD in Human Sciences from the University of Macerata in 2021, with a 

dissertation focused on digital migration, institutional communication, and social inclusion. His 

research interests include  

 

He is affiliated with several national and international research groups and centres, including 

ITSTIME - Italian Team for Security, Terroristic Issues Managing Emergencies at the Catholic 

University of the Sacred Heart, the Journalism Education and Trauma Research Group (JETREG) at 

the University of Lincoln, DITES DITES (Digital Technologies, Education and Society) Link 

Campus University. Research Centre at the University of Verona. He has participated in several 

European and national research projects concerning migration, antisemitism, media literacy, digital 

education, and the crisis of expertise, collaborating with institutions such as the University of 

Florence, LUMSA University, and the University of Bologna. 

He has been Visiting Lecturer and Visiting Research Fellow at the Complutense University of 

Zaragozza (2018), Lublin (2021), Madrid (2024-2026) and has carried out international teaching 

activities at the University of Zaragoza. He regularly presents papers at international conferences in 

the fields of sociology, journalism, media studies, and communication research. His research 

interests focus on media and security, local and digital journalism, journalistic culture and 

education, trauma journalism, and disaster journalism 

 

He was awarded the Pareto Prize for Sociology (2019) and the prize from the Spanish association 

adComunica for the best scientific article published in the journal adComunica (2024).. 

Buoncompagni serves on the editorial boards of several international academic journals, including 

Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, Frontiers in Communication, and European 

Scientific Journal. He is the author of numerous books and peer-reviewed articles on journalism, 

digital culture, migration, media ecology, communication processes, and contemporary social 
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transformations. He is a faculty member of the PhD Programme in "Politics, Society, Technology, 

UNIMC. 

 

 

Selected Research Projects and Scientific Collaborations 

• Research Fellow and member of ITSTIME - Italian Team for Security, Terroristic Issues 

Managing Emergencies at the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart, working on media, 

security, terrorism, emotional journalism, and violent behaviour studies (2020–present). 

• Member of the Journalism Education and Trauma Research Group (JETREG) at the 

University of Lincoln, an international multidisciplinary network investigating trauma 

literacy and journalism education (2024–present). 

• Member of the E.T.H.O.S. Research Centre (Ethics and Technologies Of the Self) at the 

University of Verona, focusing on technology, subjectivity, and media ethics (2021–present). 

• Researcher within the European project HIDEANDOLA – Hidden Anti-Semitism and the 

Communication Skills of Lawyers and Journalists (CERV-2021-EQUAL), coordinated by 

the University of Florence, investigating antisemitism, hate speech, media discrimination, 

and communication training strategies (2022–2023). 

• Research Fellow in the PRIN 2022 project Social Transformations and the Crisis of 

Expertise, coordinated by the University of Florence, focusing on expertise, media trust, and 

public communication in technologically mediated societies (2024). 

• Researcher in the European project Inclusive Europe: Build Bonds Not Walls (AMIF-2019-

AG-CALL-02) at LUMSA University, dedicated to migration, intercultural dialogue, and 

social inclusion (2021–2022). 

• Scientific coordinator for communication and research activities within the European theatre 

project Dreams Traces Travelling Containers, devoted to migration narratives, mobility 

imaginaries, and qualitative storytelling methodologies (2021–2022). 

• Scientific organiser and trainer within the Erasmus+ project DIGITELD – Digitalization of 

Elderly to Counter Disinformation at the University of Macerata, focusing on digital 

literacy, journalism, and disinformation among elderly citizens (2024). 

• Member of the Erasmus+ project MEDIA – Empowering Higher Education with Media 

Literacy Innovations at the University of Macerata, dedicated to media literacy innovation 

and higher education research (2025–present). 

• Scientific consultant for the national project Unitə, promoted by IrpiMedia in collaboration 

with journalists’ associations and research centres, focusing on psychological well-being, 

burnout prevention, and peer support in journalism (2026–present). 
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Selected Recent Participation in International Conferences 

 

   Speaker, “Journalists and Daily Life: Professional Risks and Biographical Ruptures,” 

International Conference Media and Communication Research and Practice, University of 

Bucharest, Romania | June 19–20, 2025 

   Speaker, “Flood News from Italy to Europe: Narrating Local Crises in the Global 

Journalism Ecosystem,” International Conference of the ISA (International Sociological 

Association), University of Rabat, Morocco | July 5–09, 2025 

   Speaker, “Mediterranean Welfare and Post-Journalism: Producing Information after 60–70 

Years,” Closing Conference of the AIS-PIC Section, University of Bergamo, Italy | 

September 18–20, 2025 

   Speaker, “Aesthetics, Identity and Performance of Italian TV Correspondents in 

Transnational Digital Contexts,” MEDIG 2025 Conference, Department of Journalism and 

New Media, Faculty of Arts, Constantine the Philosopher University (UKF), Nitra, Slovakia | 

October 15, 2025 

   Invited Speaker, “Presence and Reinvention: Imagining a Future in the Society of 

Hallucinations,” AIART Conference – “AI: A Territory to Explore Between Boundaries and 

Transgressions,” University of Catania, Italy | November 14, 2025 

   Discussant, Seminar “GDPR and Minors Between Consent and the Effectiveness of 

Fundamental Rights” (with Prof. Chiara Bergonzini), organized by Prof. Simone Calzolaio, 

Department SPOCRI, University of Macerata, Italy | November 17, 2025 

   Speaker, “Driven by Digitalization: Technologies and Local Journalism in a Climate 

Emergency. A Media Ecological Perspective,” 1st Mediology Research Network Conference 

“Re-Understanding Media: Communication and Imaginaries” (Online) | December 15–16, 

2025 

   Invited Speaker, “Media Citizenship and the Negotiation of Visibility,” Regional 

Conference “Truth and Falsehood in Mainstream and Online Media,” organized by 

CORECOM Marche, Mole Vanvitelliana, Ancona, Italy | January 28, 2026 

   Invited Speaker, “Institutional Communication and Disaster Journalism,” International 

Conference “Resilient Islands: Risk Communication in Island Territories,” University of 

Cagliari & Kore University of Enna (Online) | February 24, 2026 

   Organizer, Scientific Coordinator, and Lecturer, Professional training course for journalists 

(A.Y. 2025/2026) “Local Journalism Award” – “From Local to Global: Newsworthiness and 

Contemporaneity in Narrating a Changing Reality” (20 hours), University of Macerata & 

Order of Journalists of Marche, Italy | February 27 – May 8, 2026 

   Speaker, “Reporting on the Collapse of the Internet in Legacy Media: The Use of 

Sociological Imagination and Artificial Intelligence as a Creative Methodological Approach,” 

International Conference “Mediatization and Artificial Intelligence: Values, Principles, and 

Practices of AI-zation?”, University of Lublin, Poland | March 19–20, 2026 

   Speaker, Presentations titled: 1. “Reporting on Disaster, Constructing Conflict: European 

Journalistic Cultures and the Narrative of the Los Angeles Fires” and 2. “Slow-Resolving 

Technological Disaster: Blackouts, Media, and Socio-Technical Conflicts in Hyperconnected 

Societies,” Roma Tre University, Rome, Italy | June 18–19, 2026 

   Speaker, “Learning Through Conflict: Professional Micro-Public Spheres in Digital 

Journalism. A Netnographic Study of Italian Journalists on Facebook,” International 

Symposium ISA RC10 – “Participation in Crisis? Appraising Acute Challenges and Exploring 

Prospects for Revitalising Inclusive Democratic Voice,” Link Campus University, Rome, 

Italy | July 3–4, 2026 
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Selected Recent Publications  

Books 

 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2026), Tra caos e informazione. Teoria e analisi del disaster journalism, 

Paolo Loffredo editore (collana scientifica Scienze Sociali). ISBN 979-12-82421-07-2 

-Buoncompagni G. (2026), Out of time. Downbeat Rhythms in Contemporary Journalism, 

MIMESIS International (Sociology), Milano-London. ISBN: 9788869775123 

-Buoncompagni G. (2025), Sociografia del giornalismo, PM edizioni Sociologica, Varazze 

ISBN 979-12-5534-076-5 

 

 

Articles in scientific journals 

 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2027). AI community news: Local journalism in the age of artificial 

intelligence.       Communications. pp.1-13. 

- Buoncompagni, G. (2026), Wounded habitus and (symbolic) violence. Journalists, media 

fields and democratic fragility. in H-ERMES; 30; Lecce, ESE - Salento University 

Publishing; pp. 82 - 100 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2026). Journalism and job insecurity: The psychophysical state of 

freelance journalists in Italy. E-Journal of International and Comparative Labour Studies, 

15(1), 227–243. 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2026). Wildfires in Los Angeles: How the European media organised 

the narrative of a community in an emergency situation? European Journal of 

Communication, 0(0), pp. 1-16 

- Buoncompagni, G. (2026). From the Light to the Dark: Blackouts in the Pre-Connection 

Era. Journal of Digital Information Management, 24(1), 1–29 doi: 

https://doi.org/10.6025/jdim/2026/24/1/11-39 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2026). “Virality Alert”: The Construction, Imagination, and 

Algorithmic Falsification of a Local Disaster. Journalism and Media, 7(1), 58, pp.1-23. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/journalmedia7010058 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2026). Digital Voices in the Conclave: An Analysis of YouTube 

Comments on the Cardinals in the Run-Up to the Election of the New Pope. Journal of 

Media and Religion, 1–16. 

- Buoncompagni, G. (2025). Training Tomorrow’s Journalists. A Sociological Analysis of 

Italian Journalism Schools. Problemi dell'informazione, 3, pp. 383-413, doi: 

10.1445/119074. 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2025). Training in Progress. Communication Skills and Cultural 

Background of Italian Journalists. Italian Sociological Review, 15(2), pp. 467-484. 

https://doi.org/10.13136/isr.v15i2.806 

-Buoncompagni G. (2025). Ecological and journalistic issues between optimism, mistrust 

and (lack of) expertise. Communications, pp. 1-11 https://doi.org/10.1515/commun-2024-

0129 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2025). The Visual Sociography of Disaster Journalism: A Local Case 

Study. Journalism and Media, 6(1), 2, pp.1-11 ISSN: 2673-5172 

doi.org/10.3390/journalmedia6010024 

-Buoncompagni, G. (2025). “Intolerant Television”—The Coverage on Antisemitic Events in 

Italian Television News in 2019–2022. Social Sciences, 14(2), PP. 1-16 ISSN 2076-0760 

https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci14020064 (classe A-Anvur) 

https://doi.org/10.6025/jdim/2026/24/1/11-39
https://doi.org/10.3390/journalmedia7010058
https://doi.org/10.13136/isr.v15i2.806
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