


















THE PASSIVE 
 

The passive = The verb “to be” + The past participle 
 

   ACTIVE      PASSIVE 
 
SIMPLE   Parliament will pass a new law   
FUTURE  
 
SIMPLE  The police question suspects   
PRESENT 
 
PRESENT  Detectives are investigating the robbery 
CONTINUOUS 
 
SIMPLE PAST  Criminals kidnapped 250 people last year  
 
PAST   People traffickers were bringing a record number   
CONTINUOUS  of illegal immigrants to the UK when the British  

navy intervened    
 
PRESENT  The judge has sentenced the blackmailer to  
PERFECT  ten years in prison 
 
PAST PERFECT The police had charged Julian Assange with  

sexual assault in Sweden before his arrest  
in Britain  
   

 
 
USE:  We use the passive, 
 

i) When the object or the action is more important than the subject of the sentence. 
ii) To avoid using the subject or when the subject is not important or unknown. 
iii) When the subject is so obvious that it does not need to be stated. 
iv) To establish a more objective and scientific style. 

 

 

 

 
THE PASSIVE: Modal Verbs 
 

MODAL VERB + “BE” + PAST PARTICIPLE 

Can      used 
Could      be  told 
Must       released 
Had to      proved 
Will have to     postponed 
 

 

+  This prisoner must be released by Friday 
— The case against him couldn’t be proved 
? Can the trial be postponed? 

     



A Monumental Error?      Read the article and watch the video-clip  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OdSP0pgPw0

      

Four activists, Rhian Graham, 30, Milo Ponsford, 26, Sage Willoughby, 22, and Jake Skuse, 33, 

were part of an angry crowd that pulled down the statue of Edward Colston during a Black Lives 

Matter protest in Bristol in June 2020. The ‘Colston 4’ were captured on CCTV cameras putting 

ropes around the statue, pulling it off its pedestal and onto the ground, rolling it down the road to the 

dock and throwing it into the water. As a result, they were arrested and prosecuted for Criminal 

Damage. They were given the choice of a magistrates’ court or trial by jury and opted for the latter.  

In January 2022, however, they were found not guilty of Criminal Damage after the jury agreed that 

they had committed no crime. In a trial that was widely reported, the defence team claimed that the 

presence of the statue of a 17th-century slave merchant in a public place constituted a hate crime. 

They also claimed that the defendants effectively owned the statue, as it belonged to the people of 

Bristol, and they could not be convicted for damaging their own property. 

After deliberations lasting less than three hours, the jury cleared the defendants of the charges. The 

Colston 4 declared their acquittal “a victory for anyone who wants to be on the right side of history.” 

The prosecution had argued that it was irrelevant who Colston was, the defendants were guilty of a 

crime, and the verdict has led to concerns that other activists will be encouraged to take the law into 

their own hands. The defendants’ supporters, by contrast, maintain that the trial was a waste of 

public money and should never have gone ahead in the first place. Some legal experts have claimed 

that the result justifies the role of the jury system. Adam Wagner, a Human Rights lawyer, said that, 

although the case has not set a legal precedent, it shows that local juries can sometimes act as a 

kind societal pressure valve by delivering anomalous verdicts that reflect public opinion. 

Under current legislation, Criminal Damage can incur a sentence of up to 10 years in jail. But where 
the damage is less than £5,000, the maximum sentence is three months’ imprisonment and a fine 
of up to £2,500. Given the rising number of similar incidents, Parliament is considering new 
legislation which would let courts consider the “emotional or wider distress” caused by damage to 
public property and raise the maximum sentence to 10 years, regardless of the costs involved. The 
move would extend to flowers or wreaths placed at war memorials, such as the Cenotaph.  

A government Minister said, “Britain is not a country where destroying public property can ever be 
acceptable. We live in a democracy. If you want to see things changed, you do that through the 
ballot box or by petitioning your local council. You do not do it by causing criminal damage. For juries 
to think that statues are on trial, not the defendants, would be laughable if its consequences were 
not so serious.” 



Christopher Columbus          Indro Montanelli 

     

       

The Emperor Augustus       Winston Churchill 

    

Lenin        Genghis Khan 



CANCEL CULTURE 

         
 
DEFINITION: ‘Cancel Culture’ is a desire to delete a person or community from social media 

platforms. It may lead to a boycott or public shaming of someone whose past behaviour has been 

offensive, unethical, illegal or wrong, or who has shared a questionable or unpopular opinion. When 

people are excluded from social or professional circles in this way – online and/or in the real world 

– they are said to be ‘cancelled’. Famous victims of Cancel Culture include comedians like Russell 

Brand; the actor Kevin Spacey; the writer J.K. Rowling; the academic Germaine Greer; the film 

director Roman Polanski and criminals like Harvey Weinstein. 

 

1) Now watch a video-clip explaining the American view of Cancel Culture. 

‘An explanation of 'cancel culture' and why it's become such a popular phenomenon’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9WiyxZqoUE 

 

2) Now watch a documentary showing the Australian view. 

‘Cancelling 'Cancel Culture': The rise and fall of the ‘wokerati’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3MccCsSuU0 

 

3) READING: Cancel Culture duly became an issue in the 2024 US Presidential Election campaign. 

When Donald Trump became the Republican Party candidate, he called it, “The very definition of 

totalitarianism” and described its “speech codes designed to muzzle dissent” in these terms: 

“Americans are exhausted, trying to keep up with the latest list of approved words and phrases” … 

“The goal of Cancel Culture is to make decent Americans live in fear of being fired, expelled, 

shamed, humiliated and driven from society as we know it.” … “The Far Left wants to coerce you 

into saying what you know to be false; to scare you out of saying what you know to be true” … “Our 

country wasn’t built by Cancel Culture, speech codes and soul-crushing conformity. We are NOT a 

nation of timid spirits. We are a nation of fierce, proud and independent American patriots. We are 

a nation of pilgrims, pioneers, adventurers, explorers and trail-blazers who refused to be tied down, 

held back or in any way reined in. Americans have steel in their spines, grit in their souls and fire in 

their hearts. There is no-one like us on Earth. Americans build their future; we don’t tear down our 

past.”   

 

https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=platforms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9WiyxZqoUE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_3MccCsSuU0


4) ANALYZING ESSAY QUESTIONS  

Look at the following essay questions and see how they are structured in terms of Topic, Angle, 

Focus, Scope and Viewpoint  

 

(a) “The goal of Cancel Culture is to make decent Americans live in fear of being fired, expelled, 

shamed, humiliated and driven from society as we know it.” To what extent does Donald Trump’s 

statement reflect the true purpose of Cancel Culture in the 2020’s.  

 

(b) Discuss the positive and negative effects of Cancel Culture on political discourse in a country 

you are familiar with.   

 

(c) Discuss whether a controversial figure in your own country should or should not be honoured 

with a statue or a public monument. 

 

Topic = Cancel Culture  

Angle = Discuss / To what extent  

Focus = the positive and negative effects of Cancel Culture 

Scope = in the 2020’s / on political discourse in a country you are familiar with.   

Viewpoint = “The goal of Cancel Culture is to make decent Americans live in fear of being fired, 

expelled, shamed, humiliated and driven from society as we know it.” 

 

5) WRITING: now write essay (a) or (b) or (c).          
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