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Describing Trends 
 
Frame 1:      
     to climb        sharply 

 to grow 
     to increase      gradually 
     to rise        

 to go up       slightly 
NOUN PHRASE + VERB  + ADVERB  
Profits     to go down      slightly 
Sales     to fall  
Output     to decrease     gradually 
Turnover     to decline 
Overheads    to drop       sharply 
     to dip       
 
     
 
Frame 2:          climb 
           rise 
           increase 
There +   VERB ‘TO BE’ + ADJECTIVE + NOUN PHRASE  
There        was   a slight      decrease 
  has been   gradual      fall 
       will be   sharp      drop 
           decline 
           cut 
           dip 
         
 
Frame 3: 
 
NOUN PHRASE    + VERB  +  COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 
The unemployment problem   is / are getting  better / worse 
The level of inflation     higher / lower 
Holidays       longer / shorter 
The population      older / younger 
People       richer / poorer 



2) Listen and complete the table below. 

ITALY IN FIGURES 1961 1981 Now 
Population    
Average Number of Children Per Family    
Average age of first-time mothers    
Number of Marriages    
Number of Divorces    
Average life expectancy for men    
Average life expectancy for women    
Infant mortality    
Deaths from infectious diseases    
Overweight and obesity rates for boys    
Overweight and obesity rates for girls    
 

 

3) Now describe ten trends using the   NOUN PHRASE + VERB + COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 
pattern shown here. 

 

NOUN PHRASE   VERB    COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 

The population   is getting   older / younger 

Families    are getting   bigger / smaller  

Mothers     is becoming   safer / more dangerous 

Marriage    are becoming  fatter / thinner 

Divorce         healthier / less healthy 

Men         better / worse 

Women        more popular / less popular 

Boys 

Girls  

People 

Childbirth 

Medical care 

 

 







THE 2021 NORTHERN IRELAND CENSUS 

 





NORTHERN IRELAND CENSUS 2011 

Now look at the chart showing the results of the 2011 census and explain how things changed in Northern Ireland between 2011 and 2021. 

 



More Catholics than Protestants for First Time in Northern Ireland Census  

Thursday, 22 Sep 2022  By Vincent Kearney 

More people in Northern Ireland are Catholics than Protestants for the first time in its 101-year 
history, the latest census figures show. 

The census reveals that of the resident population, 45.7% are either Catholic or brought up Catholic. 
The percentage of the population who are either Protestant or were brought up Protestant is 43.5%. 
9.3% of people said they neither belonged to nor were brought up in any religion. The figure for the 
Catholic population has increased by 0.6% since the last census in 2011, while the figure for the 
Protestant population has fallen almost 5% during the same period. One of the key reasons for the 
decline in the Protestant population is that it is an older, aging community with higher mortality. 

The population of Northern Ireland when the census was carried out in March last year was 
1,903,100, an increase of 5% since 2011 and the highest figure recorded since Northern Ireland 
was created. When it comes to national identity, the number who said they have a "British only" 
identity has fallen while those who regard themselves as "Irish only" has increased. 

Those who described their identity as British only identity has fallen from 40% to 31.9%, from 
772,400 in 2011 to 606,300. The number who regard themselves as "Irish only" is up from 457,000 
to 554,000 or 29.1%, that is up from 25% ten years ago. 

There has been a sharp rise in the number of people in Northern Ireland who hold an Irish passport 
over the past decade, while the number with a British passport has fallen. The number who now 
hold an Irish passport either solely or jointly has increased from 375,800 in 2011 to 614,300 in 2021. 

The number with a UK passport is 1 million, down from 1.7m ten years ago. The Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency says this is consistent with the increasing demand for Irish 
passports since the UK left the EU in 2016. 

'Seminal Moment in History' 

SDLP leader Colum Eastwood said the shift is "a seminal moment in the history of modern Ireland" 
that should not be downplayed. 

Sinn Féin MP John Finucane said that "Today's census results are another indication that historic 
change is happening across this island and of the diversity of society which enriches us all." 

The publication of the census traditionally prompts debate over what the figures may mean for the 
constitutional future of Northern Ireland. Some may seek to draw a direct link between the religious 
breakdown and public opinion on the potential reunification of Ireland. However, critics of that 
approach view religious affiliation as a crude metric to measure sentiment on the constitutional 
question, insisting that just because someone is Protestant or Catholic does not necessarily mean 
their respective political outlooks are unionist or nationalist. 

In that respect, more emphasis may be placed on the census figures on national identity. That 
question was included in the census for the first time in 2011, when 40% said they had a British only 
national identity, 25% said they had an Irish only identity and 21% viewed their identity as being only 
Northern Irish. Under the terms of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement, the constitutional status of 
Northern Ireland can be changed only with the consent of its population. The incumbent Northern 
Ireland Secretary is obliged to call a referendum on Irish unity if he or she believes there has been 
a shift in public opinion that would indicate a majority in favour of constitutional change. However, 
the 1998 peace deal provided no detail on what metrics or criteria should be relied upon to make 
this judgement call. 

https://www.rte.ie/author/1031458-vincent-kearney/
https://www.rte.ie/news/2022/0922/1324850-census-reaction/
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