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Describing Trends 
 
Frame 1:      
     to climb        sharply 

 to grow 
     to increase      gradually 
     to rise        

 to go up       slightly 
NOUN PHRASE + VERB  + ADVERB  
Profits     to go down      slightly 
Sales     to fall  
Output     to decrease     gradually 
Turnover     to decline 
Overheads    to drop       sharply 
     to dip       
 
     
 
Frame 2:          climb 
           rise 
           increase 
There +   VERB ‘TO BE’ + ADJECTIVE + NOUN PHRASE  
There        was   a slight      decrease 
  has been   gradual      fall 
       will be   sharp      drop 
           decline 
           cut 
           dip 
         
 
Frame 3: 
 
NOUN PHRASE    + VERB  +  COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 
The unemployment problem   is / are getting  better / worse 
The level of inflation     higher / lower 
Holidays       longer / shorter 
The population      older / younger 
People       richer / poorer 



2) Listen and complete the table below. 

ITALY IN FIGURES 1961 1981 Now 
Population    
Average Number of Children Per Family    
Average age of first-time mothers    
Number of Marriages    
Number of Divorces    
Average life expectancy for men    
Average life expectancy for women    
Infant mortality    
Deaths from infectious diseases    
Overweight and obesity rates for boys    
Overweight and obesity rates for girls    
 

 

3) Now describe ten trends using the   NOUN PHRASE + VERB + COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 
pattern shown here. 

 

NOUN PHRASE   VERB    COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE 

The population   is getting   older / younger 

Families    are getting   bigger / smaller  

Mothers     is becoming   safer / more dangerous 

Marriage    are becoming  fatter / thinner 

Divorce         healthier / less healthy 

Men         better / worse 

Women        more popular / less popular 

Boys 

Girls  

People 

Childbirth 

Medical care 
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