
THE PASSIVE 
 

The passive = The verb “to be” + The past participle 
 

   ACTIVE      PASSIVE 
 
SIMPLE   The government will raise taxes   
FUTURE  
 
SIMPLE  Italy imports energy from France   
PRESENT 
 
PRESENT  The mechanic is repairing the car  
CONTINUOUS 
 
SIMPLE PAST  Boeing made 650 staff redundant  
 
PAST   TESLA was producing a record number   
CONTINUOUS  of electric cars in 2025    
 
PRESENT  Elon Musk has taken over Twitter 
PERFECT  and has renamed it ‘X’ 
 
PAST PERFECT Apple had sold 10 million iPhone 17’s within 
   three days of the product launch 

 
 
 
 
USE:  We use the passive, 
 

i) When the object or the action is more important than the subject of the sentence. 
ii) To avoid using the subject or when the subject is not important or unknown. 
iii) When the subject is so obvious that it does not need to be stated. 
iv) To establish a more objective and scientific style. 

 
 
 
 

 
THE PASSIVE: Modal Verbs 
 
MODAL VERB + “BE” + PAST PARTICIPLE 
Can      used 
Could      be  told 
Must       sold 
Had to      repaired 
Will have to     replaced 
 
 

+  This medicine must be used by 2027 
— The machines couldn’t be replaced 
? Can the computer be repaired? 

     



The TESLA Model X versus the Dodge Challenger Hellcat 
https://www.topgear.com/videos/top-gear-tv/tgtv-s23-rory-reid-tesla-model-x 

 

 

1) The TESLA Model X was designed to seat how many passengers?  

 

2) How many gears is it fitted with?  

 

3) How far can the Model X be driven before it has to be recharged?  

 

4) How much time does it take for a Model X to be recharged?  

 

5) How much is a recharge supposed to cost?  

 

6) The drag race was won by which car? The TESLA Model X or the Dodge Challenger Hellcat? 

 

7) Are TESLA Model X’s sold in the UK? 

 

8) If so, how much are customers expected to pay for one?   

  

https://www.topgear.com/videos/top-gear-tv/tgtv-s23-rory-reid-tesla-model-x




Now watch this videoclip: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGNnpVKxV6s 



  

Gianni Versace ……………….. (born) in 1946 in Reggio Calabria. When he ……………….. (be) 

twenty-five, he ……………….. (decide) to go to Milan and become a fashion designer. His 

company, Gianni Versace SPA, ……………….. (found) in 1978 and at the age of thirty-six, he 

……………….. (award) a prize for being the best designer of women’s clothes. During the 1980’s, 

the Versace brand ………………..firmly……………….. (establish) as a symbol of Italian luxury and 

………………… (diversify) into accessories, cosmetics, jewellery and fragrances. In 1984, he 

……………….. (create) an unusual perfume for men which ………………..  (call) ‘Versace 

l’Homme’. Four years later, Spain’s first Versace shop ………………….. (open) in Madrid. 

Expansion continued steadily until, by now, Versace products ………………… (distribute) all over 

the world via an impressive international retail network, including 81 Versace boutiques which 

…..……………….. (locate) in the primary commercial avenues of major cities, such as Via 

Montenapoleone in Milan and Bond Street in London. In 1995, Gianni Versace ………………… 

(organize) a party with Elton John where he personally  ……………….. (sign) copies of his new 

book ‘Men without Ties’, which …………… then ……………. (sell) to the invited guests. All the 

money that ………………… (raise) by the party and the book  ……………….. (give) to AIDS 

charities. Sadly, Versace ………………….. (kill) in Miami on July 15th 1997. The FBI 

…………………….. (suspect) that the notorious serial killer, Andrew Cunanan, might 

………………….. (involve) in the Versace case. Nine days later, however, Cunanan 

………………………. (find) dead in Miami so the police still ………………………….. (not know) 

why Gianni Versace …………………  (murder). Meanwhile, Gianni Versace SPA  ………………….. 

(take over) by his brother, Santo, and his sister, Donatella, which means that, if the company’s 

success continues, the products he designed …………………………. (sell) long after his death. 





1) Complete the passage below by putting each verb into the correct tense, active or passive. 

 
 

Elon Musk ……………………………… (be) famous for being the head of TESLA motors which, for 

the last two decades, ……………………………………………. (manufacture) a variety of electric vehicles, 

such as the Tesla Roadster electric sports car, the four-door Model S sedan, the Model Y and the Model 3. 

In addition, the company …………………………………. (produce) humanoid robots which 

…………………………………. (use) in the car industry in the near future.  

Elon Musk ……………….. (bear) in South Africa in 1971 the son of Maye, a Canadian model and 

Errol Musk, a South African-born electromechanical engineer. At the age of 10, he ……………….. (teach) 

himself computer programming and, at 12, …………………………... (sell) the code for a video game to ‘PC 

and Office Technology’ magazine for US$500. His schooldays ……………….. (be) unhappy because Musk 

…………………………………… (bully) throughout his childhood and hospitalized for weeks when a gang of 

boys ……………….. (throw) him down a flight of stairs. In June 1989, he ……………….. (go) to Queen's 

University in Ontario and then the University of Pennsylvania where, at the age of 24, he received a degree 

in Physics and another degree in Economics. While at the University of Pennsylvania, Musk ………………… 

(take) over a 10-bedroom house and ……………….. (pay) the rent by turning it into a nightclub, charging 

fellow students to get in. By 1995, Musk and his brother, Kimbal, ………….……….. (start) Zip2, a web 

software company, with US$28,000 of their father's money. Five years later, Compaq ……………….. (buy) 

Zip2 for US$307 million in cash and Musk ………………… (make) US$22 million from the sale. In March 

1999, Musk ……………….. (create) X.com, an online financial services and e-mail payment company, with 

US$10 million from the sale of Zip2. After X.com ………………… (merge) with Confinity in 2000, he 

………………… (develop) the PayPal service into a global online phenomenon. Musk ………………… 

(become) the company's largest shareholder and so, when PayPal …………………………………………. 

(take) over by eBay in 2002, Musk received US$165 million. 
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At the same time, Musk ……………………………… (plan) "Mars Oasis", a project to grow food crops 

on Mars in an experimental greenhouse. In 2002, he ….………………. (found) SpaceX with the long-term 

goal of creating a "true spacefaring civilization". He decided that SpaceX ………………….. (can) build 

affordable rockets by applying vertical integration and the modular approach from software engineering. In 

this way, SpaceX ……………………………... (cut) the launch price by a factor of ten and still 

……………………………………………….. (enjoy) a 70-percent gross profit margin.  

In a 2024 interview, he ………………………. (say) that he hopes to send humans to Mars within 10–

20 years and establish a colony there in the 2040’s with a population of 80,000. Space X …………………. 

(launch) a Dragon spacecraft to land on Mars, the first of a series of regular unmanned cargo missions, 

building up to manned flights in the 2030’s. Elon Musk ………………………………….. (take) part in the 

mission himself and sincerely hopes that he ……………………………………. (die) on Mars, hopefully as a 

very old man.  

  

 

2) Now check out this website: https://www.spacex.com/human-spaceflight/mars/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vertical_integration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_margin
















FUTURE FORMS 

1) The Present Continuous with a future meaning  
+  I am flying to New York on Friday 
—    She isn’t coming with us to the cinema tonight 
? Are you taking the Eurostar to Rome tomorrow ?    
USE: We use the present continuous with a future meaning,  
i) To talk about arrangements in the future (but you must say WHEN). 
ii) In phrases such as, ‘I am looking forward to…’, ‘I am thinking of…’, ‘I am planning to…’   
 
2) The Simple Present with a future meaning  
+  Our train leaves at 7.02 tomorrow morning. 
—    The President doesn’t arrive in Milan until Thursday. 
? Is there a performance on Sunday evening as well ?    
USE: We use the simple present with a future meaning, 
i) To talk about timetables and events scheduled for the future. 
ii) In phrases such as, ‘I hope to…’, ‘I expect to…’, I plan to…’, ‘I am about to…’ 
iii) In first conditional sentences, e.g. ‘If it rains tomorrow, I won’t go to Rome’. 
iv) With certain time phrases, such as: 
 
I will telephone you  when I get home.  I won’t tell her  until she is ready. 

before       she is sitting comfortably. 
after       she has eaten lunch. 
as soon as 

 
3) ‘To Be’ + ‘Going To’ + Infinitive without ‘to’  
+  Look ! it’s going to rain ! 
—    I’m not going to tell you. 
? Are they going to get married ?    
USE: We use ‘to be’ + ‘going to’ + infinitive without ‘to’, 
i) For plans and intentions for the future. 
ii) When we can see the future in the present. 
 
4) Will / Won’t  
+  I will send you the contract next week. 
—    She won’t pass the exam. 
? Will Brazil win the World Cup, do you think ?    
USE: Will / Won’t  are used for, 
i) Predictions based on what we know, not what we can see. ii) Instant decisions.  
iii) Promises.   iv) Offers / refusals.  v) Commands. 
vi) In first conditional sentences, e.g. ‘If it snows tomorrow, I’ll go skiing’. 
 
5) Shall / Shan’t  
+  I shall pick you up at 20.30 tonight. 
—    We shan’t be able to visit you on Sunday after all. 
? Shall we go to Venice for Christmas ? 
USE: Shall / Shan’t  are used for, 
i) Suggestions.  ii) Invitations. iii) Promises. iv) The formal future (e.g. in formal letters)  
(but only with ‘I’ or ‘We’ and only in British or Australian English. ‘Shall’ has legal connotations in the USA). 



















UNIT 8: ORGANIZING A WWF CHARITY EVENT 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6cDY2j0JhCk 
 

Characters:  Liam (Irish)  

Natalia (Spanish)  

Carol (Blonde)  

David (the Boss) 

 

1) What kind of animal will the event raise money for? 

 

2) Who will organize the tickets? 

 

3) How many tickets will there be? 

 

4) How much will the tickets cost? 

 

5) Who will make the posters? 

 

6) Who will provide the tables and chairs? 

 

7) How much will they cost? 

 

8) What kind of music will they have at the event? 

 

9) Who will write the questions for the quiz? 

 

10) Who will be the quiz master? 

  



What is the Difference Between a Vision and a Mission? 

The Vision Statement focuses on tomorrow and what the organization wants to become. The 
Mission Statement focuses on today and what the organization does. While companies commonly 
use mission and vision statements interchangeably, it’s important to have both. One doesn’t work 
without the other, because having purpose and meaning are critical for any business. 

Your Mission Statement drives the company. It is what you do/the core of the business, and from 
it come the objectives and finally, what it takes to reach those objectives. It also shapes your 
company’s culture. 

Mission Statement questions look like: 

 What do we do? 
 Whom do we serve? 
 How do we serve them? 

This trickle-down effect of a Mission Statement confirms its value at any company. Just by its 
definition, you can quickly see how a solid mission motivates a team to advance toward a common 
goal, because they started at the same place and they are working together to reach the same end-
goal. On the other hand, a weak mission — or no mission at all — can have the opposite effect. 

For content marketers 

Your content strategy supports the company’s mission statement — think of it as the HOW of what 
you do. This helps you stay on track, true to your brand and true to your goals. Every piece of 
content you create should be rooted in your Mission Statement, from the tone of voice to the call-to-
action. 

What is a Vision Statement? 

Your Vision Statement gives the company direction. It is the future of the business, which then 
provides the purpose. The Vision Statement is about what you want to become. It’s aspirational. 

Vision Statement questions look like: 

 What are our hopes and dreams? 
 What problem are we solving for the greater good? 
 Who and what are we inspiring to change? 

The Vision Statement promotes growth, both internally and externally. A strong vision helps teams 
focus on what matters the most for their company. It also invites innovation. A purpose-driven 
company envisions success as a whole, because they know what success means for their company. 
On the flip side, a lack of vision is a road to nowhere for a business. Imagine this: stagnation, 
outdated processes, moving without purpose, feeling uninspired. Can a company even survive 
without a clear vision? You know the answer to that one. 

  

https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/how-to-grow-b2b-blog-traffic-to-50k-organic-monthly-pageviews/
https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/how-to-grow-b2b-blog-traffic-to-50k-organic-monthly-pageviews/
https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/25-questions-ask-build-content-creation-strategy/
https://www.clearvoice.com/blog/content-creation-process/


Brands that get it: Vision and Mission statements 

Here are some companies that get them right and have the customer loyalty to prove it. 

 Company: Tesla 

Mission: To accelerate the world’s transition to sustainable energy. 

Vision: To create the most compelling car company of the 21st century by driving the world’s 
transition to electric vehicles. 

Why it works: What better word than “accelerate” in a mission to serve as the driving force behind 
what Tesla does. While boldly stating “best in the century” reflects loftier dreams in the vision. 

 

Company: Amazon 

Mission: We strive to offer our customers the lowest possible prices, the best available selection, 
and the utmost convenience. 

Vision: To be Earth’s most customer-centric company, where customers can find and discover 
anything they might want to buy online. 

Why it works: Amazon’s mission is cut-and-dry about what they offer to customers. The vision 
takes the offerings farther, saying their company will offer “anything” customers want. 

 

Company: TED 

Mission: To spread ideas. 

Vision: We believe passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes, lives and, ultimately, 
the world. 

Why it works: The TED mission to “spread ideas” is a simple demonstration of how they serve. 
The vision is all about impact, how spreading ideas invokes change in the world. 

https://www.tesla.com/about
http://panmore.com/amazon-com-inc-vision-statement-mission-statement-analysis
https://www.ted.com/about/our-organization


 Company: LinkedIn 

Mission: To connect the world’s professionals to make them more productive and successful. 

Vision: To create economic opportunity for every member of the global workforce. 

Why it works: LinkedIn captures what they do (connect) and who they serve (the world’s 
professionals) in their mission. While the vision encompasses every working person in the world. 

 

Company: Uber 

Mission: Uber’s mission is to bring transportation — for everyone, everywhere. 

Vision: Smarter transportation with fewer cars and greater access. Transportation that’s safer, 
cheaper, and more reliable; transportation that creates more job opportunities and higher incomes 
for drivers. 

Why it works: Uber “transports,” so it is the perfect actionable verb for their mission. The vision 
dives deeper into how their transportation services exist for the greater good of everyone. 

 

Company: AirBnB 

Mission: Belong anywhere. 

Vision: Tapping into the universal human yearning to belong—the desire to feel welcomed, 
respected, and appreciated for who you are, no matter where you might be. 

Why it works: In just two words, the Airbnb mission says “we help you feel at home.” They 
explore a deeper sense of belonging in the vision, tapping into the universal human desire their 
company aims for. 

https://www.consciousculturegroup.com/linkedin-vision-values-insights/
https://www.uber.com/us/en/about/
https://blog.atairbnb.com/
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