
MODALS OF DEDUCTION AND SPECULATION

0RGDOV�RI�GHGXFWLRQ�DQG�VSHFXODWLRQ�DUH�XVHG�WR�H[SUHVV�D�GHJUHH�RI�FHUWDLQW\�DERXW�D�SDUWLFXODU�
VLWXDWLRQ��7KH\�DUH�FRQVWUXFWHG�DV�IROORZV�

For present situations For past situations

�PRGDO���LQ¿QLWLYH�

Mario drives a nice car. He must be rich. 

�PRGDO���KDYH���SDUWLFLSOH�

$OL�LV�WLUHG��+H�might have had D�ODWH�QLJKW�

A. Match the sentences and then label them 'past' or 'present' according to the 
structure they use.

............����3HGUR�LV�VQHH]LQJ�D�ORW��.......   a. He must have gone home.

............ ���6RPHRQH�DWH�DOO�WKH�ELVFXLWV��.......� � E��+H
V�RQ�KROLGD\�LQ�6SDLQ�

............ 3. That can't�EH�*LQR�DQG�/ROD
V�FDU��.......  c. I think she might be tired.

............ ���-DQ
V�KDLU�ORRNV�D�ELW�GDUNHU�.......   d. I may KDYH�GHOHWHG�LW�

............ ���+LV�FRDW�LVQ
W�LQ�WKH�RϒFH��.......   e. I forgot to feed it this morning.

............ ���/LWWOH�$QQD�LV�JUXPS\�WRGD\��.......  f. He may KDYH�DQ�DOOHUJ\�

............ ���,�FDQ
W�¿QG�WKH�¿OH�DQ\ZKHUH��.......   g. I think she might have dyed it.

............ 8. The dog must be starving. .......   h. It could have been Tom.

............ ���7KH�FRPSXWHU
V�GRLQJ�VWUDQJH�WKLQJV��.......� L��7KHLU�FDU�LV�EOXH�

............ 10. It can't have been Lee that you saw. ....... j. It could have a virus.

B. Place the modal verbs from Exercise A in the table according to their function.

To express possibility that 
something is true

To express certainty that 
something is true

To express certainty that 
something isn't true

C. Underline the correct modal verb phrase in the sentences below.

1. You can't be���can't have been�D�JUDQGPRWKHU��<RX�ORRN�IDU�WRR�\RXQJ�

���+H�GLGQ
W�FRPH�WR�WKH�PHHWLQJ��+H�might have forgotten���might forget about it.

���6LG�LVQ
W�DQVZHULQJ�KLV�SKRQH��+H�might leave���might have left it at home.

���,�QHYHU�WROG�KLP�WKDW��+H�must have misunderstood ��can't have misunderstood me.

5. It can't have been ��may have been�3DROR�WKDW�DWH�DOO�WKH�FULVSV��+H�KDWHV�VDOW\�IRRG�

���6DUD�GLGQ
W�KDYH�DQ\�FDNH��6KH�could be � could been on a diet.
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D. Complete the sentences with a modal verb in the present or past form, plus the 
verb in brackets 

���-DFN�GLG�UHDOO\�ZHOO�LQ�WKH�H[DP��+H�................................... (study) very hard.

2. He ...................................��IRUJHW��DERXW�WKH�SDUW\��,�UHPLQGHG�KLP�DERXW�LW�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�

���7KH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�\DZQLQJ��,�WKLQN�WKH\�................................... (be) getting bored.

���2K�JRVK��,W
V�GDUN�DOUHDG\��,W�................................... �EH��ODWHU�WKDQ�,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�

5. It ................................... �EH��PRUH�WKDQ�¿YH�GHJUHHV�LQ�KHUH��,W�IHHOV�OLNH�D�IULGJH�

���,
P�QRW�VXUH�ZKDW�ELW�PH��,W�................................... (be) an ant.

7. That sauce was very spicy. The chef ................................... �SXW��D�ORW�RI�FKLOOL�LQ�LW�

8. We ................................... �EH��RXW�RI�EUHDG�DOUHDG\��,�ERXJKW�WZR�ORDYHV�\HVWHUGD\�

E. Complete the gaps by choosing matching sentences from the box and rewriting 
them using a modal verb. The original meanings must be kept the same. 

D��,
P�TXLWH�FHUWDLQ�WKH\
UH�WZLQV�
E��,
P�TXLWH�FHUWDLQ�VKH
V�QRW�PDUULHG�
F��,W
V�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�,�OHIW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�FDU�
G��,
P�SUHWW\�VXUH�KH
V�LQ�ORYH�

H��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�LW�EHORQJV�WR�-HDQ�
I��,W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�EDNLQJ�
J��7KHUH
V�QR�ZD\�VKH
V�JRQH�KRPH�
K��,
P�SUHWW\�VXUH�KH�KDG�D�QLJKWPDUH�

���$QQ�DQVZHUHG�WKH�GRRU�ZLWK�ÀRXU�LQ�KHU�KDLU� ................................................................

2. ...................................................................................................�+HU�FDU�LV�VWLOO�KHUH�

3. ............................................................................................. 6KH
V�QRW�ZHDULQJ�D�ULQJ��

���,�FDQ
W�¿QG�P\�NH\V��................................................................................................. 

���-RH
V�YHU\�FKHHUIXO�WKHVH�GD\V��.................................................................................... 

���7KH�FKLOG�ZRNH�XS�VFUHDPLQJ��.....................................................................................

���,�IRXQG�DQ�HDUULQJ�RQ�WKH�ÀRRU��...................................................................................

8. ....................................................................................... 7KH\
UH�SUDFWLFDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�

F. With a partner, use modals of deduction and speculation to give reasons for the 
VLWXDWLRQV�EHORZ��7U\�DQG�WKLQN�RI�¿YH�UHDVRQV�IRU�HDFK�

���<RX�DUULYHG�DW�VFKRRO�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�WR�¿QG�ZDWHU�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FODVVURRP�ÀRRU�

���<RX
YH�EHHQ�FDOOLQJ�\RXU�IULHQG�DOO�PRUQLQJ��EXW�KH�KDVQ
W�SLFNHG�XS�WKH�SKRQH�

���<RXU�QHLJKERXU
V�GRJ�ZDV�EDUNLQJ�DOO�QLJKW�ORQJ�
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