Explain in your own words what the main point of the passage is. Does the writer imply that the
situation of women should be changed? In total write 200 words.

Men do not want solely the obediexce of women, they want their
sentiments. All men, except the most brutish, desire to have, in the
woman most nearly connected with them, not a forced slave but a
willing one, not a slave merely, but a favourite. They have therefore

GLOSSARY put everything in practice to enslave their minds. The masters of ail
sentiments (1.2): thoughts other slaves rely, for maintaining obedience, on fear; either fear of
and feelings themselves, or religious fears. The masters of women wanted more.
""‘u“"‘hl ‘(LZI ): ;"“d and than simple obedience, and they turned’the whole force of education
submission. (1.12): to effect their purpose. All women are brought up from the very ,
acceptance of (male) earliest years in the belief that their ideal of character is the very. .
x:m'fhs (L14) weax  OPPOsite to that of men; not s'elf-.will, and government by Sdf“
and foolish ideas control, but submission, and yielding to the control of others. All
Tn 1.15): the moraiiiies teil ifien that it is the duty of women, and ail-tie
—self-sacrifice * current sentimentalities that it is their nature, to live for others; to-~
"mz’ﬂl?k make complete abnegation of themselves, and to have no life but
polar star (1.27): guiding in their affections. And by their affections are meant the only ones_ -
principle they are allowed to have - those to the men with whom they are .

connected, or to the children who constitute an additienal and
indefeasible tie between them and a man. When we put together
three things — first, the natural attraction between opposite sexes;
secondly, the wife’s entire dependence on the husband, every
privilege or pleasure she has being either his gift, or depending
entirely on his will; and lastly, that the principal object of human
pursuit, consideration, and all objects of social ambition, can in
- general be sought or obtained by her only through him, it would be
a miracle if the object of being attractive to men had not become the
polar star of feminine education and formation of character.

(from ‘The Subjection of Women)




